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THE MIDDLE PLEISTOCENE MAMMALIAN FOSSILS OF
LAOCHIHE, LANTIAN DISTRICT, SHAANXI
Ji Hongxiang
(Summary)
The present article deals with the middle Pleistocene. mammals from Laochihe,
Lantian (Loe. 64107, 64112, 64093, 64097). All the materials were found in the middle

part of the reddish clays. The following are the fossil forms:
Ochodonoides complicidens Boule and Teilhard

Myospalax ting? Young

Canis lupus L.

Nyctereutes sinemsis Schlosser

Cuon sp.

Meles lewcurus Hodgson

Vulpes sp.

Stegodon orientalis Owen

Megatapirus augustus M. et- G.

Dicerorhinus kirchbergensis Jager (R. mercki)

Equus sanmeniensis T. et P.

Sus scrofa L.

Pseudaxis cf. grayi Zdansky

The Laochihe assemblage seems to be similar to the Gongwangling fauna dated as

Early Middle Pleistocene in consisting’ 9 same species (82%). In comparison with the
Zhoukoutien fauna the Laochihe one bears 6 same species (55%). In addition, the
percentage of living species (25%) is lower than that of Zhoukoutien (33%). The-
refore, the Laochihe fauna is obviously related to the Gongwangling fauna rather than
the Zhoukontien one. The Laochihe fauna“as same as Gongwangling assemblage con-
tains some southern elements (such as Stegodon and Megatapirus) and is a typical
one of warm and wet climate showing a dominance of animals of forest and gras-
sland. Briefly, the Laochihe fauna is immediately a mammalian ~assemblage of

Gongwangling.
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