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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON A NEW SPECIES OF
LYSTROSAURUS OF SINKIANG

Sun Ar-LIN

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthiotology. Arademin Sirica)

A collection of Permo-Triassic reptiles was discovered fizr: 3inkiang in 1963, in
which, lystrosaurs were the majority. Amcng the nzcpared specimens, there is a small
skeleton of Lysirosanris well preserved in hard concretlons It is a young individual and
diffeis apparently from the other” species. .

This specimen occurred at Tung-Hsiao-Lung-Kou, Jimusar, from the Lystrosaurus
zone of the early Triassic.

The skull is 122 mm in total length. It is characterized by the smooth curvature
of the frontal and nasal regions, the less developed prefrontals and the flat frontals.
Otrbits are large, not protrude above the level of the dorsal surface of the skull. Nasal
openings situate somewhat anteriorly, no prominent post-narial grooves. Alveolar re-
gions extend downward, with undeveloped tusks. '

This specimen represents .a fourth species from Sinkiang and a new name—
Lystrosanurus youngi is proposed.

The new species is quite similar in outline to L. curvatus in the smoothly curved
facial region without mid-orbital ridge. But it shows its more primitive features in hav-
ing unlifted orbits and unconcaved frontals.

To the primitive representatives——L. primitivus and L. oviceps, our species is dis-
tinguished by its more Lystrosaurus-like snout. The other known species from Sinkiang are
distinct in having clear mid-orbital ridge, smaller orbits and posteriorly located nares.

The detail description will be given later. :
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