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A NEW SPECIES OF ANAETHALION

Su TE-Tsao

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palaeoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

The fish remains described here were collected by some geologists of Ministry of
Geology from Langshan, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in 1957. There are four
individuals. Two of them are determinable, and represent a new form of Anaethalion.

Genus Anaethalion Munster 1842

Anaethalion langshanensis, sp. nov.
(PL. 1, fig. 1—3)

Holotype: A nearly complete fish. Field No. 43, Cat. No. V.2686 of IVPP.

Paratype: An incomplete fish. Field No. 31, Cat. No. V.2686.1.

Diagnosis: An Anaethalion with elegant fusiform body. Head rather large and
rounded in profile, its length about equal to maximum depth of body and being about
1/4 body length. Depth of body, which twice as great as depth of caudal peduncle,
equalling about 1/3 the length from pectoral arch to the origin of upper caudal lobe.
Operculum considerable size and almost rectangular in shape. Angle of preoperculum
more large than right angle. Teeth rather stout and sparsely arranged. Vertebrae about
58 in number. Hypurals a little expanded. Dorsal fin with about 14 rays, articulated
in their distal two-thirds. Anal fin with about 13 rays, articulated in their distal two-
thirds. Caudal fin with comparatively expanded lobes, its fin-rays closely jointed
throughout their length, except for a short proximal portion.

Remarks: From the characters above mentioned, it is quite obvious that this fish
belongs to Miinster’s Anaethalion, and is very similar to Anaethalion (Aethalion) robus-
tus Traquair (Wealdiens de Bernissart), but it differs from the latter in following: the
head is larger and rounded in profile; the angle of preoperculum is relatively expanded
and more large than right angle (less than right angle in A. robustus); the number of
vertebrae is more numerous (about 58, but 50 in A. robustus); the hinder end of
vertebral column turns abruptly upwards; the caudal fin is relatively expanded. It dif-
fers from all known species distinctly. _

The fossil fishes were collected from Téershénnaclé formation, Téershénnaolé, Lang-
shan, Inner Mongolia, the age of the formation containing fish remains is probably Late
Jurassic.
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(Explanation of plate)

Anaethalion langshanensis, sp. nov.
LR e AR (EBIERAR) , BRI, X1.5 (Cat. No. V. 2686), (Field No. 43),
A nearly complete fish (holotype), right side view, X1.5.
2.1 kB BR(X3), R"kFo

Dittog skull enlarged (X3), showing external skull-bones.

3. GRS AR IRV A , AT, R RS, X1 (Cat. No. V. 2686. 1), (Field
No. 31), )
An incomplete fish (paratype), right side view, showing operculum and anal fin, X1.
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