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NOTES ON SOME NEOLITHIC CHIPPED STONE IMPLEMENTS

A
Ax Curg-min

(Institute of Archaeology, Academia Sinica)

The chipped stone implements found at Neolithic sites in China consist of two basic types: 1)
those which make their first appearence in the Neolithic, including the stone axe and the knife
with a notch on each lateral side; and 2) those which are comparatively more primitive in form.
Wihile it is quite easy to identify the former with its distinctive characteristics as belonging to™ the
Neolithic, the latter have often been confused with natural stones. Sometimes in the absence of any
stratigraphical evidence or contemporaneous objects, implements of the second type have been grossly
assigned to the Palacolithic merely on the basis of form, chipping technique as well as the patina
or traces of calcification found on their surface. It goes without saying that such an approach is
not what should be taken. But unfortunately this problem has received little attention among field
workers inspite of the often-repeated counsel that Neolithic sites may still contain very primitive
chipped stone implements. '

Chipped stone implements have been found in great abundance in China, particularly at the early
Neolithic sites of the Yangshao and Ma Chia Yao cultures in the Yellow River valley. Some of the
more primitive ones found there indeed bear a striking resemblance toithose of the Palaeolithic.
And the problem is further complicated by the fact that specimens uncarthed from Neolithic de-
posits likewise show traces of patina or lime incrusfation. However, their abundance as well as
stratigraphical evidence dispel any doubt that they belong to the Neolithic,

Basing himself on the specimens selected from Neolithic sites at Shan Hsien and Mien Ch'ih
Counties of Honan and at Min Ho County, Chinghai, the author undertakes to give a general
descriptioh of the chipped stone implements belonging to this period. Most of the material used by
him have been picked up from the sites under discussion, .though there are also some excavated
specimens. He divides them into the following two main groups: ‘

(1) Pebble industry. Under this heading are included three types of implements. 1) Disc.
This is made by chipping off the edge of a flat gravel to obtain a round form, with the chipping
also applied to either one side or both sides. It may have a dull o sharp cutting edge, while the
rest of the body usually still retains its natural surface. 2) Chopper. Likewise fashioned from a
gravel, one end is reserved to form the handle while the rest is chipped from both sides to make a
sharp cutting edge. The body retains natural surface on both side. 3) Nucleurs. The first step in-
volved in fashioning a nucleus is to secure a striking platform. Sometimes the flat side of a gravel
may be used as a striking platform. The traces of flaking on a nucleus are usually irregular.

* (2) Flake industry. Two types of implements are included under this heading. 1) Flake.
Obtained by chipping a nucleus, it usually does not require further retouching. On the other hand,
scars of use are discernable. 2) Scraper. Fashioned from comparatively thick flakes, scrapers are
of two kinds: sidescrapers and complex scrapers. The chipping is applied on cither one side or
both sides and very often there are scars of use. In some individual cascs, a small arca of natural
surface is retained on onc side. ' o

The above specimens are characteristic products of Neolithic China. ln spite oi their primitive
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forms and chipping technique, stratigraphical evidence - and associated objects provide a solid
basis for dating. Besides, many of their forms have never been found in the Palaecclithic However,
a more detailed study of these Neolithic chipped implements is yet to be undertaken.

Chipped stone implements must have been in use for a very long time since individual speci-
mens have been uncovered from as late as Yin and Western Chou sites. At the Neolithic sites in
the Yellow River valley, primitive chipped stone implements have been found in great abundance
in the Yangshao culture although they are ra;ely seen in the Lungshan culture. This is .mple
proof that chipped stolie implements do not necessarily belong to the Palacolithic.
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