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DENTAL CARIES OF FOSSIL AILUROPODA OF KWANGSI

WANG JIANGKE

(Department of Geology and Geography, Chung-shan University, Canton)

(Summary)

The materials used in this paper were collected from Kwangsi by the field parties of the
Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica. They comprise 4
lower jaws and 100 isolated teeth of Adluropoda from the Gigantopithecus-cave in Liucheng District
and a complete skull with lower jaw, 5 incomplete lower jaws and 400 isolated teeth from other
caves of Kwangsi.

The fossil animal had rather high incidence of dental caries. It amounts to 25% of the total
individuals or 10.8% of the total number of teeth. However, most of them are of light to medium
grade (91.9%) which does not scem to affect seriously the health of the animal.

The incidence of dental caries is much higher in the adult and old individuals (76.9%) than in
the young ones (23.1%).

The causation of the dental disease of the Aiuropoda was discussed and the eating habits
of the animal and the lack of certain mineral salts in the diet are held to be mainly responsible.

The abnormality of the skull with its M? of chronic caries seems to be related with the
denta] disease.



