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RECORDS ON FOSSIL VERTEBRATES IN ANCIENT
CHINESE LITERATURE

ZHEN SHOU-NAN

(Central Museum of Natural History, Peking)

(Summary)

This paper is a brief account of the records.on fossil vertebrates inscribed in ancient Chinese
literature, ‘The earliest known records of fossil remains of fishes and mammals are found in “Shan
Haiking” or “Book of Mountains and Seas” which is supposed to be written as early as in the
fifth or fourth century, B, C.

In eleventh century Shen Kou had given explanation to how animal bones became fossilized.
Li Shih<chen, the famous scholar of Ming Dynasty, had recorded the mammoth in his “Pen Tsao
Kang Mu” (Compendium of Material Medica).

Many miscellancous accounts on fossil remains of different vertebrate classes are known in the
:ancient Chinese literature.



