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A new specimen of Diandongosaurus acutidentatus
(Sauropterygia) from the Middle Triassic of Yunnan,
China
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Abstract A new nearly complete specimen of Diandongosaurus acutidentatus Shang et al.,
2011 is described from the Upper Member of the Guanling Formation (Anisian, Middle Triassic)
of Luoping, Yunnan Province. With the new information derived from the new specimen, some
elements of the skeleton that were either uncertain or controversial in the previous studies are
confirmed and discussed, and the diagnosis of D. acutidentatus is revised. The result of our
phylogenetic analysis suggests that Diandongosaurus is an eosauropterygian, closely related to
the Eusauropterygia.
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AR, mE PP RM A =& 0 2 F BRI T RO R W
s A, b C AR ERT s E MG . e Mixosaurus cf. M.
panxianensis Jiang et al., 2006 (Liu et al., 2011a), Phalarodon atavus Quenstedt, 1852 (Liu et
al., 2013); #&¥2& Dianopachysaurus dingi Liu et al., 2011b, Diandongosaurus acutidentatus

Shang et al., 2011, Nothosaurus zhangi Liu et al., 2014; JE 828 Sinosaurosphargis yunguiensis
Li et al., 2011, Largocephalosaurus polycarpon Cheng L et al., 2012 (%A MBS,
JEHELI et al., 2014JH & R o f0.2%); UL M Atopodentatus unicus Cheng et al., 2014, Hrp, F)
WHHE %5 e (Diandongosaurus acutidentatus)fic 8- Shang et al. (201 )M HE— R LE7E B AP
AP, N —/ NSRRI I e e A4 e T 3h ), P S R . FTAE
M AEFER RN LE . EARIBRA RGN . 19 SIMER1975 54 . Bia BAy
HH S AT A MIN 5 LA K S5 IR o 2 8 B KR JICBE Y . Shang et al. (201 1)FriffA TR 5r X R 40
FNrHR B E AR e 5 i 552 b (Wumengosaurus Jiang et al., 2008) ., %] £ 25 (nothosauroids)
FNRICH i B 28 (Anarosaurus Rieppel & Lin, 1995, Dactylosaurus Sues & Carroll, 1985,
Sperpianosaurus Rieppel, 1989F1Neusticosaurus Carroll & Gaskill, 1985)FTH4 LAY 4332
LR R, R EE 25 (eosauropterygians) (L T2 HE . Sato et al. (2014)HiE T &
A RO —FEAR e b A, #5817 EAR R iR B85 5, TH SR G 4
B B oREAE T . RN (Keichousaurus Young, 1958, Lin and Rieppel, 1998)F1HE i v,
(Dianopachysaurus Liu et al., 2011)5%] J¢ #F}(Nothosauroidea Rieppel, 2000)[1 % & H 5
R AR D Je 25 e Z T, 31X 5 Shang et al. (2011)IAIRANIE] . A SCHEA T — 37 5E
AR EHIRA, #0FESAEIE T AR e Sk BB RR 5 AR o i B AR AR, DRI i AR iy
AR B RS, O T T RS

IEBAEHES  IVPP, pER B B HESI Y 57 AR NMNS, thEAE A
SRBE I ; BGPDB, dbat it Su = A A Jmy Mk PR 58 A8 5y A= it Ak e

1RG4

&2y 8 B Sauropterygia Owen, 1860
15 #E /7 B Eosauropterygia Rieppel, 1994
AR E Incertae sedis
JAZR ] Diandongosaurus Shang et al., 2011
FISEZR & Diandongosaurus acutidentatus Shang et al., 2011

ERIFRA IVPPV 17661,

£EFRA BGPDB-R0001; NMNS-000933-F03498 , 1] J R A7 55 3 1y B 48

FHREMN =S, bS5 L e b4 I B(Zhang et al., 2009),

BATHEHE  BUATE AT aE AR A A R o AR Bs N RIG B . HEH] B
Voo HUVAE SRHUEAE, KEE SIRNERTT . Bl S AR, HIER S5 LR
Ho AN ERE . HA 19T HHERI9T M. MBI A IS . 9t BA YR
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RYRTAMUZE o Jo R S BB Y K AR s 2-4-5-6-3 , J Btk A 2-3-4-(6/5)-(4/3)
2 heAtA

AR AT 5 1E BIBRA AR YRR, 0 DO A SO A S R R e BAT197
FHEROTT e 23X 255 8T R R EE R 7ERD , mom o BiE 5 A W R sk
M2 J5 AR TR B IR . A SRR PR RAE 58 3E . HIEAILORAE(EID), 2K R275
mm, J# T CEAEATHER | IR SORCBHK ST LU A SO A B AR S AR AR /)N
AH4, {HHNMNS-000933-F03498/),

B B AEIIRAE(E2), KW umEIRCER) 24.0 mm. B AT AT 7R AT A
TRVBRTR, ARG A N SAL, IR EE 5845 2 JF . X 5Sato et al. (2014)
IR, HATEUE AR S N SR s fLSRIER, BERTaUE . s R i
(aNsH

AR RN AL RIS . T ST AR, AR AL, IS S A,
RERLOTE, e SMUE R, BLE R =R ISR R SAL BRI 2. JE NS
B AHE, Sato et al. (2014) 53R 7E S FRANMNS-000933-F03498 (1AL H A3/ IMA ,
TBAERARAS R AT /NG TAEAE , TERARAS AR M AR AB B ok . AL IR 7E R EE o2
B SR IL, ARG AR A, TEdb— DA% s, SUB nrume i N S ALY
5%, JFHSRGRRmAREE, WS SN ESLRIT, PRS043 B A
Bl ZAMSE SEEMESLEEITIR. WHREBRES, IFETLME. Lk
PR RRTSE, MR, HEEKE . 7EEE T, Sato et al. (2014) IR 1)<
B AL TEAS SChRAS EIFAR A . AHI, 38 A i i) L —1~ AR A A B AR 1< J 38 )
L7 BB TEE S, REMERNR . HEmRmEmAM, R EEE . BENTE
33 ) JE AMUAEAd 5B R S AR R A M AR, . ANE B R AR, 5
LB R A HTSMU AN I A MIAREE o

TR SER, KWimE) s T 99)27.5 mm, PEH B ERTsARE, Mo T R A
BAAET. Jetmg 2k, A TS @G, mRE W, A TR B,

Bl 1 AIAIEA e B b (BGPDB-RO00 )11

Fig. 1 A new specimen of Diandongosaurus acutidentatus (BGPDB-R0001) in ventral view
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B E mBT S B, AR, MO RAYSME M . BT B MR 5 A4
&, Ja SR TR ST BRI, B EMMROTR.

BRI 5AS, R EM B EaEA 1ECE 2D RG I, T T 87 g
7, EAR R EBCIEE . P ORTESR R L

e Y

5mm

F 2 AT A (BGPDB-R000 )3k B HR F(A) Rl 2 4 (B)HE AL
Fig. 2 Photo (A) and interpreted drawing (B) of skull of Diandongosaurus acutidentatus (BGPDB-R0001)
in ventral view
Abbreviations: a. angular i ; at. atlas "B HE; ax. axis HXHE; bo. basioccipital FEFLH; cn. coronoid FEARHE;
ec. ectopterygoid #P¥#H; d. dentary #F; in. internal naris P &£FL; m. maxilla |-#7i'H; pa. palatine *i-H;
‘piptv’. ‘posterior interpterygoid vacuity’ “f5 L [E]FL”; pm. premaxilla Fij&i ; po. postorbital HE 5 H;

prar. prearticular Fij ¢T3 'H; pt. pterygoid FH; q. quadrate J5H; sp. splenial JeHH;

sq. squamosal 88 ; v. vomer ZLE

BT AR AR, BHEAB . Hirb, #FRTHEA 381 (K 138.0 mm),
FAMESTY, FEAE281Y . TEBIE-MIBIE G ZATA 19THER, JEES 19T HERAD 5 R
Ja—MRERAF AR ETR A B, AR BB/ NT A0 HER BB, P Brbr A A
19 HHE(K H64.0 mm), 19775 HE. X SHEAARA—ZL, MA[F T Sato et al. (2014)f#ik
MbRAS, R TOUR- B 4L a8 Z ATA 20 HEMR, BUORSE20THEM I B i RTR 228,
AR EARA, HIBA A 20T 5iHE, 181 HE.

FEHELR A e 8 . MEARMR, 10.9 mm, F%i4b1.5 mm, MZSIEL =ML, HAGHK
HERA G o AXHER NS L 1 A, AEMCIR 1.9 mm, e840 1.6 mm. 53 19T5HE(R
JERRORAT, UGN, HERI L 1R a2 d i, (RS A F O I IRAT
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HEMC I A AT S 2. W sk, R — i B YL T A A
37, KI13.0 mme RS HA R AAEER &, ISR, ELIC SR T B A5 b o

PRAS REFBA B, AT 28T M, K 105.0 mm. FJa— T IRAEAT BB R 2R
T=RME, MR R R — R B ISR 1Y, Sato et al. 2014)FARIFR
AR AU, XA 285 AT RE R o DR A B0 o N 22 53 BTt i

B {EARZAABGPDB-RO001H, i F-55 ) Bl B AL B PR AF B (B3) o o) B i
KWK, MJa kK. BiE L RAEAR IR FTSMUZE, (HSHEARAN A LU 2227
. PR PSR A R RS, T HAERBUE AL R R . SRR
AT S AL, AT SR Z .

i SR Y SRS T2 b A0 = P S T = 5 N 3 8 NS i i
HMAL BT . AN SILT-EXARI, WEINY, S AL AL
BOR. rsmElor s, sy R AR . NEEL, SR NS

. ) g e

3 FIHAE A JE(BGPDB-R0001)JH i i (A)FIR Fi (B AL
Fig. 3 Photo (A) and interpreted drawing (B) of pectoral girdle of Diandongosaurus acutidentatus
(BGPDB-R0001) in ventral view
Abbreviations: apcl. anterolateral process of clavicle 4fiH Hj#MIZE; cl. clavicle &iH; co. coracoid &Mk ;
cof. coracoid foramen 2 15& fL; cr. cervical rib Fiflfj; cv. cervical vertebra FMEMEA; dr. dorsal rib 7§
dv. dorsal vertebra IS HEMEIA; icl. interclavicle [H])8i1; sc. scapula J§ &

AIBE AR, K16 mm, JTGHE4.4 mm, LG 5E4.2 mm, FZAELLYE2.4 mm,
BB, ATZAMY, JRZNN. —MAIEARE . WERILES, SMEAE LT3

BEEKTRE . beEKs8.5 mm, fyvi2.4 mm, i vi2.3 mm, fZELLTE1.4 mm,
Hr e e, NAMM s, FERRIT v /340 B B 46T . RUEK8 mm, i 7i2.4
mm, ZE¥FE2.1 mm, LA FEL.2 mm, S-S AR R

PRASCRAE 2O E o R E O TR E 5 RE i 1 iz (6], BT . R e
IEX R T, EEE . mmiE sk . 22 E R ai pgik, S Sds .
SEIEE R, Tumhk iy &, EERERICY: 2.1, 3.6, 4.3, 41F13.1 mm, {55
PRAEATERE
mm, Z4EES. ] mm, AL TE2.2 mm. BEFE, BIESILT XRS5 g v
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iR
AREETREESM, Avasdn, ERrscds fE A xRN, X 5SNMNS-
000933-F034984H[m], A [E] TR R4S, HETEZ I . K11.3 mm, Jii564.7
mm, JG%i553.3 mm, FAEALTE2.2 mm, ST REAREEAN R Tk, ZeMEEE T, A
N, JEZIMY, I ER o R B AT
., K12 mm, T e 294.4 mm, SV S
4.2 mm, fRZELLF1.2 mm, ORAF SRR
F, Ly ARG R
PR ACRAE2MO B 1 o Horpr, BERHE N
P, EMEDE s B/NE RIS, KR

A=) o T JCAmsE . 7 IR AR .
< s SRR, IV R K, KRR

H. 3.1, 6.1, 7.2, 7.3F16.1 mm. ZEAHE
B SE R, IR IVA A 55
Ko RARIEERR2-3-4-5-4,

S £ 48 BGPDB-RO00 1 4 1 1 1 4
U o, AR — SRR SRR AR . X
. Q) _smm SRRE@IE. RAUHRIECE, DR
4RI (BGPDB-RO0O e AR (a) 0K o BT HIIMI TR B LA A A Sy
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Fig. 4 Photo (A) and interpreted drawing of left Jo AR e R 2-3-4-5-4 , TR bR A

B S o, g AVB 1

Abbreviations: as. astragalus ¥ ca. calcaneum L7, BGPDB-R00015jSato et al. (2014)
PR fi. fibula JE; mt. metatarsal i R FRAR IR RAE . 7EE HHE,

- tbie B BGPDB-RO00LK LA BH i, FL2E LAt
fig e R RS R A AL, RIGZ BRI — P HE, TEA T ZhRARUEL
7341, BGPDB-RO001A WL HiFE[AI AL, #HfZ, {RFFFA Sato et al. (2014) A& J& RAFTER)
“JRELMEAL”, HALE MBS S AEE e eI RIfLBHET . B SRR AP W alifE e s
(Yunguisaurus, Augustasaurus, PistosaurusFiplesiosaurs)s P HiE, WJHE/ I T iZEM 5
AfERRBEGNE, TR, PRAR 19T HHEM 19T HE, AF T Sato et al. (2014)
FEIRBARA, JEE P20 BIHE, 18778 HE. X AT BB (R AF St PR Bl S P 25 55 Fir
Y. Sato et al. (2014) iR AARAS J5 IRARATAY LR 2-3-4-5-3, S EUARAS SbnAs
VIR = hR A5 BV IEA i 2 AR AR A I R B TCRE 1, X T RERWIEL AR e J5 BV
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EM e 2T — KR T a2 P rh =& 50 4 EE/NIREE E, (BH5EAR K
WA . FESE 7, MR RIS e RS REE IR, O r A L
KA WIEEB GE AR A 220 . K5 B8, AR TEARAFEA: 1)
HA20 T HHER19 T 5 HE; 2) BIBIARIAMUISE; 3) i KB NISL; 4) RETT%N
M, JEZAMY, HERESK; 5 20FMbE; o) KEaih, kS, 7) FRdg
KA KR BIRFTBEE S, B, BEiTEE TR F R E NS

HRIEBGPDB-RO00 I AT (5 ., 445G ITAFABT A LA 86 JE 2644 Kl (Neenan et
al., 2013; Jiang et al., 2014; Ma et al., 2015), A SCHF kI T E A e 7Efg e 8 H P i 8,
FEPHEH S HAWARSC B A I R O R . ASCEERMa et al. (2015) A MR BEXHIT A 5
HrAmS AT (B 551), I HH dmtisS Wangosaurus Ma et al., 2015 -4tk (Character 3 (10
BN 1; Character 65102 1) FAE ML 141K, 4140 ZRRERIAS gt 40 i o
Ftt. PraMEIRARAGE . R IE R FHPAUP 4.0b10 (Swofford, 2002), #4484 2k H
Jii % 3 (heuristic search)iz Bk, FIFH A ZEN], 29558 17 148 R BIZ0, FiEe
WA R 534, —FHEFEECR0.3521, PREBFEECN0.6817, TEixX 14PR R R Z0RHA02EAiE |, 11
RS G B (E15), IF2E1T T Boostrap434iT . Boostrap4- Tk FHE & 1110000k, #4484
FRHA RIS EIEN, TR 5 SCCRPEUE R 1 S0% AR /s FE ™48 & BT (EDS) I

MG SR G E M S RARTE , HAR IR T 1h%§ Je H (Eosauropterygia) ([&15). [F]
I, AT R SR S = Ve . BT E R Hanosaurus, WumengosaurusH
Qianxisaurus{bFUHEE e B EFE T B . HA S B 6% v 7 H (Eusauropterygia) 1) 3 %
KRBGE, HARK .. SR S5 35 BE W H M BURREC R . 538, ZHi
A —LLfF5Y (Holmes et al., 2008; Shang et al., 2011; Cheng Y N et al., 2012; Wu et al., 2011;
Sato et al., 2014) A ZHFEEE P H R RYE, A SO 45 R s B R H R R,
i Z] e BRI 4L e Yk B (Pistosauroidea Rieppel, 2000)44) i

MBoostrap /T Al Hl, RZ 75 EALT50%, RIS REA RS E . A201H
OVEA LR, FRERIIFRGE T REMNEE A, ORIt TIRZHm
FR (HE, XEEHFFEE R T Rieppel et al. (2002)MR4ERAI | Ab3E LUK D i [ 4
R IR B8 R H 1750 R G2t iz b, ORI R B JE R, Xtk
SR HEATROR, T AT L AR SRR . ESEA LR R R, S 3 el HiE R
BALRFRIEWATRE , fAEEZL, NE R B 3RS e Pk, R,
TEA TR, AMUFFLEE Z A FRE, RO . bSe R E e m ik
RGP G b i g e NS R A
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Ancestor
Captorhinidae
Araeoscelidia
Claudiosaurus
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Prolacertiformes
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[———————— Archosauriformes
[: Rhynchocephalia
Trilophosaurus
— Kuehneosauridae
51 |: Rhynchosauria
Squamata
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— Odontochelys
Palatodonta
Paraplacodus
Psephoderma
Cyamodus
Placodus
Hanosaurus
Wumengosaurus
Qianxisaurus

69

66

Placodontia [54
62

Sauropterygia

Eosauropterygia

Sperp us

Anarosaurus-Dactylosaurus
Dianopachysaurus
Keichousaurus
Diandongosaurus
Majiashanosaurus
Simosaurus
Corosaurus
Cymatosaurus
Germanosaurus
Nothosaurus
Lariosaurus
Wangosaurus
Yunguisaurus
Augustasaurus
Pistosaurus

—
L
Nothosauroidea

Eusauropterygia

Pistosauroidea

Plesiosaurus
Bobosaurus

Pl 5 FIREA e 5 H A = B 20 8 T 1 3 G R 4 A A
Fig. 5 Strict consensus tree indicating relationship between Diandongosaurus acutidentatus and other
Triassic stem sauropterygians
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Appendix 1 List of coding for Diandongosaurus (Modified from Ma et al., 2015)

Diandongosaurus
0100100002 2001111100 0110111030 2000011101  0070???10? 0000701011 1000110011 2001001010
0011010110 0001111110 2107021100 111131102? 0111111112 1001100013 0




