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Abstract: New fossil hominins associated with rich large mammal fauna and a few stone
artifacts, were discovered from the Sunjiadong cave site during 2012 excavation season by the
Luoyang Cultural Relics and Archaeology Institute and the Luanchuan Heritage Management
Centre. The geological age of the Luanchuan hominins is Middle Pleistocene according to the
faunal assemblage. The six hominin fossils are identified as the follows: juvenile left maxillary
fragment with upper M', juvenile left mandible fragment with lower M, and four isolated teeth

identified as a left upper P> germ, left lower M, germ, right lower lateral adult I, and juvenile M,.
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These isolated teeth represent three individuals, respectively age 6~7, age 11~12 and one adult.
Dental development of the juvenile maxilla and mandible and two isolated tooth germs, which
might all belong to the same individual, match dental development patterns in juvenile modern
humans. The age of M1 emergence of the Luanchuan hominins was possibly six years old. Tooth
size and morphology of the six teeth match Homo erectus from Zhoukoudian. The Luanchuan
hominins, with typical regional dental traits, provide new fossil evidence for the continuity

hypothesis of human evolution in East Asia.

Key words: Luanchuan; Dentition; Homo erectus; Middle Pleistocene; Regional continuity
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RN BRI N A BN LR RGER R, 5 NFA TS 1984 4F,
FHE B LA EAMAE R BN ZHIDGEIE” Bk, EikiE A KM IS
L E NI E RS LRERC R, IR TP EE A RS e BB
WY, DO E S AN UESL B Oy TR PR S o, RGURRE 1A X BRI
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RAEWIHIKH 30em 1N —/KFE, BHEIH9
AEELLE, d 3 BB R, 2O 10em
TER—KFE. BERRIMIARA, 5% H

il

1 /IR AR X ES
Fig.1 Stratigraphic section of the

B2 R IR RTT AL bR 2B A Sunjiadong site

2 A NEH

INFIRH LI 6 -t ARUAESE (R D« —ANE BAERIH S — B (B 2) .
AN RIS N E N (B2 s 4 HCRRUS N R A B TRTEY (B2,
ATAMUTTA (B3, 2METNE AN (B2-3) o ZRAEARE ST, LUT 25
Xt 6 HEARAHT SR TR (22D, FAF R BTN FRAEYEE AT (R 3) P,

2.1 & AR SRR 12SID1#10-42

(e Al & ST o ST o et = g i ot T e = v B N
RAGEANE -2 o EEAMUTE A R R, RAFE D LM, IR B PLRA E . WA
AV T B — A R IEAE AR K 2 (K 9.5mm) , HACEE (it Cd F R4 K —2F.
F VAT F RAT RS RE, 72 IS M 1 fie LAk vl DL /ISR B St o ok MY 27 Ui
IHEAK . MR RR B S IRN 6~7 SH)LEA Y.

7o B M F R R A, A R, SR A E . AR AT
RAJFREFRES, UERKIA RIS . JRRBK, AIRMERIRZ, KRN =i
JE I = AN REIA EPE B R H , A BRI RS, 55 R0 EAER R,
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1 FNAFRLANEA RO REN

Tab.1 Hominin fossils from the Sunjiadong site

NEF f'%i b T AL KR AL &
12SID1#10-42 7r BRRYL, B B —Ek AR KR H10KT 2 XA AT R
12SID1#10-43  AEIFK, K& LHATES HAJZ FBRZ F10K TR M
12SID1#10-44 T NRRERYY, B A R A — AE fZ H10KF)Z

12SJD1#10-46 BRUCF, N A HAE M= FB10/KF 2

128JD1#10-45 PR, AT AMI T A TR 10K T2

128JD1#14-22 BRRUCF, N A H5)E SRR F14KFZ

=& 2 PR E LT ENE

Tab.2 Dental Measurements of hominins from the Sunjiadong site (mm)

N R FH%E 3 iz 4 MD 5 £BL FHKE
12SID1#10-42 7 EE—Fk Left M' 12.0 12.9 A
12SID1#10-43 Py o () Left P? 8.5 1.3 i ARA K
12SID1#10-44 Vol S S Left M, 12.5 1.2 A
12SID1#10-46 R AR Left M, 12.0 10.8 ALK
12SJD1#10-45 ZEmN i Right I, 7.0 6.6 15.0
12SID1#14-22 ol A = Left M, 13.0 11.8 g

£IFIDRAEAXTFERE . BEHRR R

Tab.3 Dental development and age estimate of hominins from the Sunjiadong site

A5 FEKEE R T EERE IR A TH
12SID1#10-42 /2 BSi—FHh  FHCEHH, RBREGIFIREAEKZ R, F  HEMEBRE, i 6~7%
WOLTFES X, B 120K W A A

12SID1#10-43 /& L TRIEY TR, TaEmE T, R wam K, REHE 6~7%
s FIRETE LA K

12SID1#10-44 A TH—AK  FNCLHH, AR AT, FRIEELEKZ B, IR FE A T 6~7%
REAREE, FWRMAIFES X, MiEE12RK  HAA

12SID1#10-46 /& R Ak AR H, i ETEAKH, FTH MR e Ak R, REFE 6~7%
B e A A )

12SID1#10-45 A7 R T4 Fiseks, FrfFReEmEtL H—E B, Tk FRAF
VIE SSIGIN/GE 3
12SID1#14-22 R FA FNCHH, BB, FTHRIEERRT, FRUEERE, it 11~12%
KEHE AR K:2/3 B HAA

JaRKE —MRA T EMF R, IEFETEFEMAKE, H EmERH LGNS RN,
5 G MR HHE
FtirE 4R 12.0 mm, HiEE 12.9 mm.

227 FETRIAL 125JD1#10-43

UV, MARTERESA IR, AR ROZAL T A R P oRH (B 2) . 12SID1710-43
5 L bRA 12SID1#10-42 57 i F A AR B ULHC,  RICHI R IR — M. P e AR 5E il
BT, AT M. SRABERNA R G ET, BAZ AR,
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B 2 I RIET A ETRRE T 5
Fig.2 Hominin fossils of one individual from Sunjiadong Cave
Left maxillary fragment with M'and P* (Upper); Left mandible fragment with M, and M,(Lower); I 7&: 12SID1#10-42 7 b A5

LM' [-45: 12SIDI#10-43 LP*; T/ : 12SID1#10-44 /2 At LM, FA4: 12SID1#10-46 LM,

B 3 )P RIB & AT TR T At
Fig.3 The isolated lower right lateral incisor and left M2 of hominins from Sunjiadong Cave
F 1 12SID1#10-45 47 R[4 RL ; F : 12SID1#14-22 /2 F LM,
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WA TS R 2. PG RFEINAKE. Az iz 8.5 mm, HiE4e 11.3 mm,
2.3 Z- ARG 12SID1#10-44

B e N — A M, (B2) o FRAFHY R aUF PR A ] WAes — Fib il e, &
WIZE T A A M, MR BT e M, DU BRI RE, 78T RSB0 TG /N i B ol ity ik
TFM, B A K. FARIEEA KT, it — R FmREE. M, FHREMBRS
6~7 L A LEAH .

M, 4 jef 56 50 2 IR A K TT TR, AR T e I B R, A O A R R A A - R B 2R
Protostylid & & , 126 F BN RN ) T /NI R o N IERER, HUON TR A,
NIRREE N, FIRADNREN . A E T, TS A SRS R IR ko
=T, FIRRF N IRANRZ WA —E 0. BRAK, WRETEIME, &
MNFRBIGEEFI . FIadBEH K M44 (deflecting wrinkle) o 5 NI MIHEFI AR
FAEIAE) Y5 RS REL, T YS B A A

Ftir P d% 12.5 mm, HiE4E 11.2mm.

24 LA TE_RAY 12SID1#10-46

RV, bR, BE e, RIRA R @IS, A4 T E%T
VRIS TR RITE G, A TSR SRR, A2 e l— M mE, e A R, BAR
JEEANE (B 2) o ZFNMNZER A BT, 5 Navk 12SID1#10-44 25— F1i4
A s UTEL, (R ) —

AR W AEAEA K, WEEARTERE, TWBEI A RES, WEM A REL. K&
WrEAE, BIEIEERE. FTEREK, STHFRIRIRZ, WRZIEENEGSTF. BIEK
TIRRE TR FRNREADN, 28E, ST EsehiE. B3 Ak i\
IS RANI S, AN RZ T SRS, 57 W IEESOER A <. BRI
HRAA PR Protostylid [ J5 N 72, NG BA #1450 (deflecting wrinkle) .

FEi A% 12.0 mm, BWE4A 10.8 mm. FEE VLR Z T I T e E AR KR
i, ARG R ST N AZ K2, R AR SR T I KN R AR T R

2.5 ATM[TE 12SJD1#10-45

FRUA U, AAH SRR B RE, TG a8 A Vi, 2N TIRC A& EREK,
NEEBENME (E3) o REFEF, RWEH S EEm, NKT 10mm. Y&t i
B, mhARRM. S0 e m A m FI RN . A I, A A KRR
RERIERES, HHEM, BEAAHERS R TARE. MG, Tk, 7 e
TR G-I ERE, O FRKTRLE, M, £ T 1/4 A IH i mR
PG AE - AR A T ATz H TR R (A R M NA

Fii i H 4% 7.0mm, BiEF 6.6mm, FHK 15mm.

26 E TNE AL 12SID1#14-22 (B 3)

FRUA e, YRS, WARIEEZAERKT (K 10.9mm) , #FAR—F, it T
SEREFR 23 K. A e B v, A WA R UE AR, TR IR
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SN T TR A AT /N BE b, Al rH 2 A g I T A . W AU IR B ARG, At
M FIACN 11 8 ELARTEDE,

i B B BER K TT I, T R JEAANIE ) R RN AR I . S S S A
MF R ES, FREDGERBE MK . RV, PR EAMMMENS. R
RFNRRZ G IRE I BIEE KA, AEPHETIM. FERA S Protostylid, T )&
REAG S0 (deflecting wrinkle) o TR T FIAKERL, FRERMTHNRKE
Bk, FUUNRAIEEF . TIRAR. FER. NIRRT NIRRT+ 74,
NIRRT AL 5 AN F AR B HEFIB A 2 SR R R Y5 Y, A T YS AR
M A, it 13.0mm, HiEAE 11.8mm. FRIEAEAK, KA 10.9mm.

grb LR ER, I8N KR IL 6 £t NARARE 3 AMAME, 2 NEDFEF 1A
BN (£3) . FAT 12SID1#10-42 5 R A 12SID1#10-44 F 15 kK B W B i, BEFEFE S A
AR TR B K 12STD1#10-43 F1 12SID1#10-46 (fERIET K , ¥
6~7 ZMARILEM T K B R EAILE, H#EE AR —EA, KRN 4 A s T
[F—AME, 5 6~7 B MIARTE DFEM Y. BRUTE ZHA 12SID1#14-22 /K 5 — AR
FENAME, 5 11~12 SR DEH S P 55— R ]2 12SID1#10-45 & — AN REEAMA,
Ab T AR A

3 INFIR A AAE AR R R B

INFIA AL KRS A E e Y. Wb %, AR R
KICL TR i KM RE Megaloceros pachyosteus. % IRIEE Cervus greyi. 25 ICHEF &
Sus lydekkeri. 7 [E 8 M) Pachycrocuta sinensis. K fe i Ailuropoda. 3% Tapirus. ISR
Dicerorhinus mercki. F€ Ursus. R Canis. B Meles. 5% Hystrix. 1T Rhizomys %5, Jif
R 25 IREP R A b [ S 2 st s 5, fEAL Rt S R L AL NG
SIS R I . A DR RN ES PR J 2 v [ rh ST S i b o R A AL, WI2E )
WrZs )1 i NS AR Z A Bt e . S, A ORREM . 35, MIRE. 1TREE
HERE T WA, i R S A I R AL R S I I X R . AN IR R
PRI B ARSI

4 v

4.1 ZF5 RN

2811 NS S BAR EF U B Lo, ACF R SR, BRI oz v A MD F1E 4%
BL W EHE KA, 2R NEF W R ZERTIAHE NP EIME Fenlie 5 FF ik
MD 3 sl i AR i R ME, 98 BL BB & FIARARFE (R4 . B
SR T EERLHIZR N NSEF ki A U 5 A, (EZEADARER 3 ANAMEL S a2, Dt ar BLG,
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AHTERI T, 2SI SRR Y, 28N AR Ut b @ s B
FVTRR, HEMZE) N N SEER ST B 12 H AR R A

EASEREZ A TRIE N RN A Nt N Y o
FUE 28— M i N B AR, A R 2, R HE T 5
00 BB ik % T 7 b S e BT N IR VR s B S5 B B 28 1 SR S Ak v BA e g
(BT BN, B H BT o ok B S 21 i NSRS A 1S I B N A 1
MR 4 T UL, BN S T o 0 K 5 W B B 2409 7E ) 1R B N 78 i L2 1
AT I ) 5 28 1 oty NS0 2 1 K /INBE T J R B2 N P78 S Y Pl

B JE T, 8 Hopthotth o0 B SR 2 AU A AR AT LR, L e v 0
W&, WAbELG . AEELAEE AN O, REPE, RN, Rz, WLARITIR, TR
RN ES N F R, DS T &4, R 2. Wb, st
MR R B 2R A B, ik P RO D, I R BT S R A
WS T X0 Y, BIXERRAREE R, SN ABATE, RIS &
FUIBVEAE IR B N E BV N RGN . 5 h B A A bes, 4811
(5% 28 Ui AR K

BRNANSETZMESL N BN 8 A7 5 0 e, nTeLE S|, 28
N NZE0 S R Uit A 3 & F R AN B NS48, M T 5B AR FE
BT (R 5-6) .

R R LR, RS A, 1D 28I A EEUE RTINS, AR
FHENA RAKLENKFE, BREMTEMNAEREEZ M. 28NN B fA%s
ERFRA #AKEME, BKFES AN FE, BT efrZREEn. 2) 48
JUN RS —F K AR T B B AR FME, HR WA T e R
M. S RTRA. BT, SESCFMEMAY, EhhFeiras o n.

NEUE AR R L, R 6 AL, 1) ISR — F KR T R AR AR
BE, BATESIARFSE, HEAMTENNEREEN. SEMATREA. BAKT
BME, NFESANGPSME, T EfIfERGE s . 2) 8N NEEE AR K E R

®AFNEALSFAOEELAMBRAPEAT ENEELR
Tab.4 Comparison of Luanchuan hominin tooth length and breadth with Homo erectus from
Zhoukoudian and Chinese modern humans (mm)

p’ M' M, M, I

MD BL MD BL MD BL MD BL MD BL

%511 \./Luanchuan hominin(mm) 85 113 120 129 125 112 130 118 70 6.6
JE 5/ Homo erectus™ Min 72 103 100 117 99 101 113 1.1 63 6.4
Max 89 125 131 137 141 128 132 130 72 73

n 9 7 14 14 10
U E A /Modern human®™” FHE 67 93 101 113 112 105 107 104 6.1 6.2
Min 5377 91 100 99 91 85 87 50 55
Max 80 109 119 130 128 130 129 123 70 71

n 937 740 1060 1051 153
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TRA. BAKFEME, MATESARKTPHE, HREECIZEREEN. TERKTE
AN BANBPPEME, ADNTFESN, BEEENRRRBEEN. 3 -1HE AR TMITAKE
KRFHEILN RNBENFEE, BT ENm R EE N KT AR E1E,
NFRNS B ARPFEME, BAEEITAR R E N .

i DA B LR, AT DRI N NS S5 A I S o e 1 N R BAR R BN BT
WE, e T RRARTEME CRITESERIS) M, ZNAF NI EE S BN
W EME R A, FHVEAER S BN VEH A o BRI KRR, 281 A
CIYEPNE NGRS EE N

mEUWH R, R)NrAEKESE, M TRALEANZRTBEN. AEFAT
DU BBV N RSP AR BRI R, S EIA H 2R N LA
HE. RTHEHMA BB ARIRNESEAF LD, 24 FE M RA
AR, LG AE. BEFERYN, WESLABIBACNET A b 2240
PN FRRN, BT BRI RSN, S AUEIAER . RGN, TS T A S AT
N7 AL PR AT K

4.2 FHEEE

MFWIES MR RE, RNNF R BEA U R RGN, EERIE: TR, b
AT A EFW. TRARREHHRSESR, BEKE: =D NEKRREIBNEY A
BYO — A S BRI s N AT T AN F A A A AR T AL o B Xt ) 1 LS N CF Uit
TVEM R A, A B RCF R A T L2 B R AR I R LIRS 3
LT CEESL N e AR R RNERF NIEE, 5 MR 15 B AL
ARSI, IR NS A NN B A RAE S

ZRMN3ATHE QATHEHEM TATE D JaRk LA RS (deflecting
wrinkle) [T ASRFAL, BT J& 9 A (B U [ 3z o 5 1) )R AR AR . BRSO AE B ST A B
1 B SE N V5 5 B R I 1) 4 B0 — TR A RRAE PV BRI, IR AR AL IE AR 17

&S LA RN LR
Tab.5 Upper P* and M’ length and breadth comparisons (mm)

KJEFEMD TiEBL

FHIMESD)  AEFVEFRange  Hiidn THIESD)  ABFiERange  Hiin

b5 AT FE G K/ EE S Upper second premolar length and breadth

B3 NHomo erectus 7.94 (0.15) 7.00-8.85 17 11.58 10.30-13.80 17
Jé ANeandertal 7.23 (0.14) 6.00-9.00 36 10.41 8.40-11.70 35
& NHomo sapiens 7.32 (0.06) 4.60-12.00 319 9.50 5.10-11.70 318
45 )I| A Luanchuan hominin 8.5 11.3
e — F 5 K/ EE 5 Upper first molar length and breadth

HE.7. NHomo erectus 11.68 (0.26) 10.00-13.50 17 12.94 (0.25) 11.70-14.70 16
Jé A\Neandertal 11.33 (0.15) 7.2-14.00 66 12.08 (0.10) 9.3-15.00 66
& NHomo sapiens 10.82 (0.05) 6.00-14.75 188 11.64 (0.05) 7.00-14.50 492

45 1] \ Luanchuan hominin 12.0 12.9
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& 6 TARFHEA/NER
Tab.6 Lower tooth length and breadth and Comparisons (mm)

KEEMD i FEBL
P Mean(SD)  AZ Vi Range  #rhin  CPHJ{EMean(SD) A SFiiHRange  HiiEn
NI — F ilower first molar length and breadth

H7 NHomo erectus 12.74 (0.18) 9.90-14.70 30 12.02 (0.16) 10.10-13.70 29
J& A\Neandertal 11.69 (0.13) 8.00-14.00 75 11.13 (0.08) 9.00-12.70 74
B NHomo sapiens 11.55 (0.04) 9.00-14.00 558 10.99 (0.03) 8.30-13.00 559
Z8 )11 \ Luanchuan hominin 12.5 11.2

AR EE — F1thlower second molar length and breadth

E.3L N Homo erectus 12.89 (0.14) 11.30-14.20 27 12.46 (0.17) 11.10-14.30 26
Jé ANeandertal 11.78 (0.11) 9.5-13.70 65 11.18 (0.08) 9.9.-12.60 67
B NHomo sapiens 11.22 (0.05) 8.70-15.40 531 10.63 (0.04) 7.00-13.20 529
25 )] \ Luanchuan hominin 13.0 11.8

R T Lower lateral incisor size length and breadth

E.AL N\ Homo erectus 6.94 (0.23) 5.60-8.80 15 7.03 (0.15) 5.60-7.80 14
Jé A\Neandertal 6.73 (0.10) 5.50-8.60 42 8.11 (0.12) 7.00-10.00 30
P NHomo sapiens 6.45 (0.04) 4.30-7.85 259 6.36 (0.04) 4.30-9.80 349
28 )1 A\ Luanchuan hominin 7.0 6.6

GO IR, ATIE 44.1%, 1 FAbh X ISR I TE 20% BA R B AR T
o BT A B I A VA AN A, R A A ISR 100%. A E N i,
R BRI N H AR AU T E S TR IR PA1477 K H IR # A e A 4040
FENN T AR AS0X —FHE S5 TR —#F, R T B E LA SIBUCASE S
B BEN ST th L FRARFAE B0 8T 8 1) S SCRFAE ) B, 3k — 25 B 1 4 SO HE
o Rl NS Ul o XA S 8 B v A AR LR AL R, D
NRESHMIG IR T HIESE -

MR, NN 2T AR TR, BA T IR/INER (hypoconulid). #
PR EANEFHIBT, TIRAM,, RN R/NRSE AR, R M I ASRINA B m i B,
M ARG NS A AR R s — v s 2 e o ORIy NS A A v, 7 ] %
MR EEE —H W dERURAL WAL TRAEE, Bl A,

BHEAEDT FUAL SR WRFAERS,  RBUERUR N _Ea R T4 AR AE, IR S5
AL NI R o BUJEAE S5 AR B o AR EaiT A T — B AN ST A, T HIX—
FAEAE USSR B R AR e R T TR X — R Ak R R e iR i [ o A3
HEAL AL S U B AR . RO A A A A TR KL BRI TR,
AP RRRIE, B BRI T T BRI T A R A A R A A
TR AIER A AR N AR — FA & ERUS = H R, X 7 MR AEAE T [E
BEARE AR CE I, I — BB ARSI B RIS AR
Wt P ARSCOWEERI, Hh B AR, BT R A R 80 TR R A
FBoHERRILTRIE A, JyigiE T E b ARIESHRA B SR A RIS .
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AZFUAEKABRHFREEREEX

XFELARN NI A R FE R I, AR N B A R (9 7 16 4 KB 50 (Dental
development) FI4:75 52 (Life history) , B XA FIHALR KW, RITESF o]
gt R AN TE] PET A H A R S TR R A B — FA T AR R IR . L E A KRR L R
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