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A Comparative Sudy on the Molar Attrition Ratesin Taosi,
Shangma and Yanging Ancient Populations

HE Jianing"

(1. Center for the study o Chinese Archaedlogy , Peking University , Beijing 100871;
2. Irdtitute d Archaedlogy and Musedlogy , Peking Universiry , Bejing  100871)

Abstract : Hrd and seoond nolar attrition scores of three ancient populations —Teos , Shangma and
Yanaj ng were recorded usng Soott s dental attrition record sysem. Mgjor axis regresson andyss was
used in nolar attrition rate comparion. The agesd three groups date from late Neolithic to Soring and
Autumn Period. These three groups were d 0 diginguished by their ecoromic sygems: padoraianin
Yanging and agriculture in Teo§ and Shangma. Resaults show that there are attrition rate differences
between groups in upper and lower jaws but no difference between made and femde. The reason for
these may be the occlusd relationships of upper and lower nolars, denta physologica function of the
teeth ,and the difference in economic subd gance between the groups.
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