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Diginguishing Hominin and Carnivore Signatures
in the Aio- Aleisocene Faunal Record

Christopher J. NORTON", ZHANG Shuang-quan'”, ZHANG Yue'?, GAO Xing'

(1. Institute o Vertebrate Paleontdogy and Paleoanthropology , Bejing 100044 ;
2. Graduate School d Chinese Academy d Sciences, Bejing 100039)

Abdract : At what point during the Hio- Fleigocene our ancedors began to succesfully compete with
other members of the carnivore guild over large game resources has long been an intriguing quedion to
paeoanthropologids. In order to address this quegion we mug utilize tgphoromy , originaly from
paeontology, but over the course of the pag three decades heavily irfluenced by archaeologigs.
Presented here is a detailed review of the current date of taphoromic research that is desgned to
address the nature of hominin - carnivore interactions over large game resurces during the Hio
Feidocene. In particular , nortality and skeleta element prdfiles and bone surface nodification gudies
form the foundation of this research. Tgphoromic research is based on actudigic and experimenta
dudies. The mgjority of these taphoromic gudies have been carried out in North America and the
Wegern Old World. Snce tgphoromic research has ot received a great deal of attention in Eagern
Old World paleoanthropology , throughout this review we cite exanples of research that has been and is
currently being conducted in Eag Asa.

Key words: Tephorony; Hunting and scavenging; Actudidic and experimental gudies; Mortdity
profiles; Skeleta element profiles; Bone surface nodification



