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The Abandonment of Lithic Products by the Microblade Technology :
A Perspective from Cultural Process

CHEN Sheng-gian

( The Center for Chinese Frontier Archaedlogy d Jilin University , Changchun  130012)

Abstract: The microblade techrology firg emerged in North China during the Upper Pdedlithic
period ,and findly di sgppeared with termination of the Paleolithic epoch. How were the lithic products
o this techrology ,ten types atogether ,abandoned in stes or e sawhere ? Which factors did irfluence
the process of their abandonment ? And how were they expressed in the archaeological record ? This
research garts from the genera theory about archaeologica abandonment ,and then it explores the
irfluentia factorswhich include subd gence srategiesdf prehigoric hunter-gatherers and their decison-
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making process. After that , it turns to andyze empirically archasologicad meterids from a ste (Jijitan
dte) to a regon (North China) . The analys's suggests that the abandonment process of Jijitan Ste
represented by the T2 lower layer was very fag ,and indicates that people would plan to come back
son. As for North China,the dtes with microblade products show diverse abandonment patterns,
including the forms of fag abandonment but anticipated to return (e. g. ,Jijitan Ste) ,and planned
abandonment but not anticipated to return (e. g. ,Tingsjian Ste) . Moreover ,%me stes were frequently
vidted but never used as degping places (e. g. ,Mengiaguan Ste) ,sme Steswere rgpidy abandoned
locations or field canps (e. g. ,Shizitan te) ,and ome stes were probably used as hunting gations
(Dagang dSte) . The abandonment of microblade products no doubt relates to the lifeways of its users.
Therdfore ,microblades were the nog inposible to be abandoned in dtes among al products.

Key words: Microblade techrology ; Abandonment ; Cultural process; Subddence grategy



