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Section, plane and didribution of excavetion pits in Xianrendong cave
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A Report on the 1993 Excavation of Xianrendong Paledlithic
Site in Huadian, Jilin

CHEN Quarrjia’, ZHAO Hai-long® , WANG Fagang'

(1. Research Center d Chinese Frontier Archaedlogy o Jilin University, Changchun 130012
2. Ingtitute d Cultural Rdics and Archaedogy d Jilin Province, Changchun  130000)

Abgract: The Xianrendong cave ste (43°09 N, 126°37 E) is dtuated on Shoushan Hill 2. 3 km
northeagt to Yumugieozi town , in Huadian Gounty , Jilin Province , and was excavated during May-June
1993.

The cave depogt is divided into five layers, with artifacts found in layers 24. A tota of 197
done artifacts, 19 bone artifacts including 1 polished bone tool and many animal fosdls were found in
the deposts.

The upper culturd layer produced an uncalibrated AMSI4C date of 34,290 + 510 BP on fossl
bone (93HX. AT21 :4). Based on the evidence of the polished bone artifact , finely retouched
obsdian end scrgper with convex edge and an adze-like tool found in the upper culturd layer , we
suggest that this layer belongs to the Upper Paedlithic.

Layer 4 of the lower cultural layer produced a U-series date of 16.21 +1.80(1.58) ka BP. on
fosdl bone (93HX.AT21 :61 65). The precise date of Layer 3 is unclear , but because the Layer 3
and Layer 4 drata is continuous and the depodts are dmilar , we sugged that Layer 3 and Layer 4 are
attributed to the same period. It is believed that the lower culturd layer is probably deted to the Late
Lower Pdeplithic to the Midde Pdedlithic.

The done artifact assemblage of the Xianrendong cave ste is very Smilar to that of Jinniushan and
thus, the culturd relaionship between these two dtes is very close. Xianrendong artifacts can be
attributed to the main indugry of Pdeolithic tradition in North China, as represented by svdl sone
artifacts.

Key words: Pdeolithic; Xianrendong cave; Jilin province



