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Biases in the Archaedfaunal Record : Taphonomic Per spectives

ZHAN G Shuang-quan™?, Christopher J. Norton' , ZHANG Yue'?

(1. Institute d Vertebrate Paleontdogy and Palecanthropology , Bejing 100044 ;
2. Graduate School d Chinese Academy o Scences, Bejing 100049)

Abstract : Thefauna oollection excavated by the archasologi & or paleontolog & anog never resembles
the origind death assemblage exactly (exceptions to thisfact may be catagrophic nortaity Stuations,
such as wolcanic eruptions) . Nevertheless, before any interpretations can be corfidently derived
regarding the excavated bone oollection, undersanding the processes that dfect the formation of an
archaeofaunal assemblage is criticd. This job is primarily the reponghility of tgphoromigs, who
examine the biogratinomic (e. g. , fluviad trangort and abrason) and diagenetic processes (e. g. ,
sediment compaction , biochemical etching) that afect fauna remains during accumulation and burial .
The primary god of this paper is to review these various tgphoromic processes and provide exanples
from ongoing tgphoromic research conducted in Eag Asa.

Key words: Tephoromic biass; Huwid trangort; Weathering; Soirdly fractured bones;
Biochemical marks



