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Modeling Hunter- Gatherers o China

CHEN Sheng-gian

(Ingtitute o Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropdogy , Chinese Academy o Scences, Bejing  100044)

Abstract: To sudy adaptations of prehigtoric hunter-gatherers, archaeolog ¢s anmog fully depend on
unearthed materia s that are generaly inconplete , and archaeolog sts cannot observe the pagt process of
human behavior. Moddling with controlled data ideally provides a ussful research tool to recongruct
behavioral patterns of hunter-gatherers. This paper bases on the modding method of Birford (2001) |,
darts from 431 weether gation datadf China, and then congructs the habitat and subd gence variables
o the assumed hunter-gatherers. Incorporated with the frame of reference from ethnogrgphic hunter
getherers, it becomes possble to project and predict the adgptive changes of huntergatherers in
elogca sygemswithin present climatic variables of China. The meaning of this paper liesin a new
pergective that it used, to mecrosoopicaly view the adgptive patterns of huntergetherers. It
tentatively defines nine cultural-ecologica regons that may gimulate future research of prehidoric
hunter-gatherersfrom such a pergoective. Moreover , it presents a theoretical explanation and prediction
on origns of food production in China.
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