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The summary o cranial non-metric features in Upper Cave and modern Chinese crania
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The Comparisons of Cranial Non-metric Features bet ween
Upper Cave Skullsand Modern North Chinese Populations,
and Late Feigocene Human Evolution in China

LIU Wu', HE Jiarning’ , WU Xiwurjie™® , LU Jinryan'®
(1. Ingtitute o Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropdogy , Chinese Academy o Scences, Bdjing 100044 ;

2. Department d Archaedogy , Bejing University , Beijing 100039,
3. Graduate Schod o Chinese Academy o Sciences, Bdjing 100039)

Abgract: The human remains recovered from Upper Cave at Zhoukoudian are the riches and bes
preserved late Heidocene human fossls ever found in eag Ada. For decades, as the representative of
the late Heidocene human in eag Ada, the Upper Cave skulls have played an important role in
research on the origins o nodern Mongploids and American Indians. Recently , nore atention has
been paid to the details and mechaniams for late Heldocene human ewolution and the formetion of
nodern human populations. Both the origin and diversfication of nodern humans have been gressed in
research. Sme gudies further the debates on the evol utionary postion of Upper Cave Man and this
goup’ srole in the formation of modern human populations in eas Asa. To further explore these
problems, we examined and conpared 12 rnon-metric features on three Upper Cave skulls and nmodern
Chinese unearthed from two archasologica stesin North China. Our resultsindicate that 8 features are
expresed differently between Upper Cave Man and nodern Chinese. We believe that nore primitive
characterigics define Upper Cave Man when conpared to nodern Chinese populations. These findings
and ome problemson late A e gocene human evol ution including intra-group variation and the gandard
for nodern human populations, are di scussed.

Key words: Upper Cave Man; Anaomicdly nodern humans; Modern human origins; Late
Hei gocene



