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, 1999 —2000 AT 8 (Vespertolionidae)
( Petaurista sp.) ( Nwiventer sp.) ( Rhizomys sp. ) ( Mustela sp.)
(Rhinoceros sinensis) ( Megatapirus argustus) ( Bovidae) 2004 —2005
33 (la i0) ( Rattus sp.)  ( Cervus sp.)3
108 11 260 —300 ka BP;

180 —200 ka BP

1

’ Present state of affairs of Lingfengdong Cave Site
1. ( Limestone) ;2. (Lower travertine) ; 3. ( Upper travertine) ;
4. (Sandy gravel layer) ; 5. (Mixed sandy soil layer)
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Plan of Chuanfandong Cave.
1. ( Direction of water floving) ;2. ( Number of excavated pits) ;
3. (The cave wall of limestone) ; 4. ( Water entrance at cave branches) ;
5. (Drainage path) ; 6. ( pebble paved ground)
ul
4
75 —145anm, 3 9 (Mcaca sp.)
( Rhizomys sp.) (Hystriv sp.) ( Canis lupus) ( Cuon sp.) (Sus sarda)
( Cervus sp.)  (Mutiacus sp.) ( Bubdlus bubalis)
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sp. ) (Ia i0) ( Macaca robustus) ( Rattus sp.) ( Hystrix
subcristata) ( Rhizomys sp. ) ( Canis lupus) ( Cuon sp.) (Ailurgpoda sp.)

( Ursus thibetatus) ( Crocuta ultima) ( Crocuta spelaeus) (Panthera tigris)

( Panthera pardus) (Acinonys sp.) ( Stegodon orientdlis) ( Rhinoceros
sinenss) ( Megatapirus augusius ) ( Tapirus sinensts) ( Sus scrgfa) ( Sus
xiaozhuw) ( Rusa unicolor) ( Cervus mippon) ( Muntiacus nanus ) ( Capra
sp. ) ( Bubalus bubalis) 26 , 2 | B 3

9 1 3 7, , 35% ; R
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A Taphonomic Study of the Wanshouyan Paleolithic Site
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Abstract: The Wanshouyan Hill, a Paleolithic site complex, is situated 17 km northwest of Sanming
City, Fujian Province. Excavations were conducted at two sites on the hill, namely the Lingfengdong
Cave and the Chuanfandong Cave in 1999 —2000 and again in 2004. More than one hundred artifacts
and 11 species of manmalian fossils were unearthed from the upper travertine in Lingfengdong Cave,
and two cultural layers were identified at the Chuanfandong Cave. Each cultural layer contains a large
amount of stone artifads and mammalian fossils.

This paper is a preliminary report on the taphonomy of the site complex based on the information
collected during the second excavation in 2004. We suggest that for the Lingfengdong site, artifacts and
mammalian fossils had been weathered for a long period of time, as the surface of most bones had been
gnawed by rodents. For the Chuanfandong Cave, pebbles of the artificial pebble paved ground and bones
in the lower cultural layer were corroded by iron, manganese and various humus. The cultural and fossil
remains in the Lingfengdong Cave and Chuanfandong Cave were probably buried in siiw as no
disturbance could be identified.

In the No. 3 tunnel of the eastern part of the Chuanfandong Cave, a large number of fossil teeth
and mammalian bones were unearthed from greenishr gray sandy clay and olive yellow sticky clay. The
fauna was named “the Wanshouyan fauna” and most of them were members of the “Airulopoda
Stegodon Fauna” in South China. Analysis of the sediments indicates that the mammalian fossils in the
No. 3 tumel of the Chuanfandong were washed from the Longjingdong. This fauna assemblage, together
with the evidence of pollen, suggests that the environment then was tropical-subtropical warm moisture

forest- tussock condition.
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