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Blades and microlithic cores from Shiyu site
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Microlithics unearthed in North China)
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Shuidonggou T echnique Paitem and Stone Artifacts from Shuidonggou Site and Tashuihe Site
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The Blade Technique of China

KATO Shinji

( Asuka Historical Museum, N ational Research Institute for Culturd Preperties  Nara, Asukamura, Japan)

Abstract: In the Upper Paleolithic period, the blade technique existed in the domestic industries of
North China, with a typical example being that of Shiyu, in Shanxi province. Characteristics of this
technique are: 1) technological simplicity; 2) production of smallto-medium sized blades; 3) the
connection with high quality stone material; 4) the low function in the technical system for production
of stone implements. According to these characteristics, the blade technique of North China was
divided into a Pre Xujiayao stage, Xujiayao stage( 100 —35ka), and a Shiyur Xiaonanhai stage (35—
17ka) . These three stages correspond with the three stages (Early, Middle, Late or Lower, Middle,
Upper) of the Paleolithic of West Furasia.
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