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A Sudy o the Sone Artifactsfrom Yang-an-du, a Late Necdlithic
Site in the Three Gorges Rzgion

CHEN Firyou'?, FENG Xingwu'*, GAO Xing', YAO Jiong®, WU Yongjian®

(1. Irstitute & Vertebrate Paleontdogy and Paleoanthropology ; 2. Chinese Academy o Sdences, Bejing 100044 ;
3. Cultural Rdics Adminigtrative Office d Fengjie County , Fengiie 404600)

Abgract: The Yangan-du ste (31°01 43'N, 109°30 24'E) is Stuated in Fengie Qounty , Three
@orges Regon , and was disoovered in 1994 and excavated in 2000. The ste was buried in the second
terrace of the Yangtize River. Acoording to pottery syligic [ do you want to use thisword 7 research,
this gte belongs to the Daxi Neolithic Culture , with an abslute date of 5 ka BP.

A total of 616 Sone artifacts were unearthed from this ste, including hammersones (6) , cores
(23) , flakes (335) , chunks (59) , fragments (132) , choppers (9) , scrgpers (32) , chipped axes
(17) , polished axes (3) , millsones (5) , and polished pebbles (5) . Raw materias exploited at this
dte were pebbles sdected from riverbeds, of which nore than 80 percent were dlicarenite. [ check
selling]

The main flaking technique used at the dte was a particular throwing againg anvil” gpproach ,
which can produce abundant null-platform flakes eadly. Null-platform flakes are the mog inportant
kinds of whole flakes. [ | do not quite understand this lagt sentence]

There are two kinds of done tools that coexided at the dte: chipped done tools and polished
done tools, with the number of chipped done tools being grester than polished done tools. In fact ,
polished gone tools only include three polished axes and five millgones, which were al broken.
Choppers and scrapers are amiliar to typesin Paeolithic stes, but the chipped axe is a particular kind
o chipped done tool , which is direct ;y asciated with the production of polished axes. Although the
ste is dated to the late Neolithic , the chipped stone tools were gill inported.

Key words: Three Gorges regon; Late Neolithic, Yang-an-du; Null-platform flakes; Chipped sone
tools; Polished gone tools
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