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BONE ARTIFACTS FROM DONGFANG PLAZA SITE
OF WANGFWIING, BEIJING

LI Chao-rong" , FENG Xing-wu' , YU Jin-cheng’ , ZHAO Ling-xia"

(1. Irstitute & Vertebrate Paleontdogy and Paleoanthropology , Chinese Academy o Sciences, Bdjng 100044 ;
(2. Bdjing Cultural Rdic Research Irgtitute, Beijing 100009)

Abstract: Thisis a ecid gudy on the artifacts unearthed from Dongang Haza Pdeolithic ste of
Wand ujing , Beijing. Anong 2000 - odd pieces animd fosdls disoovered in situ, 411 pieces are iderr
tified as bone artifacts. A totd of 245 pieceswere found from the Lower Cultura Horizon and are clas
dfied as 23 bone chunks, 23 bone cores, 133 flakes, 22 chips and 44 bone tools including 10 scrap-
ers, 26 points, 6 burins and 2 shavers; 166 piecesfrom the Upper Culturd Horizon are classfied as 1
bone chunks, 3 bone cores, 5flakes, 7 chipsand 4 bone toolsincluding 2 points, 1 burin and 1 shav
er; 146 pieces are without definite postions and are classfied as 31 bone chunks, 56 flakes, 43 chips
and 16 bone tools including 8 scrapers, 5 points and 3 burins.

Based on detailed examinations of these bone artifacts, general characterigics of the bone materi-
as can be summarized as:

1) The bone artifacts were preserved well without suffering serious weathering or abradon ;

2) Bone tools were made mainly on some animd’ sfemur when they had been dried in the sun for
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dme time, indead of being fresh.

3) Bone flakes are dominant in this bone assemblage.

4) Mog bone artifacts are irregular in shepe.

5) Sone hammers are used to flake from exterior surface to cavity surface or ficin cavity surface to
exterior suface, and to retouch in an dternating fashion or the way to cavity suface.

6) A totd of 79 piecesdof them are gliced into 33 bhigger pieces.

7) 45 pieces of them have gone cutting, chopping, or sworing rarks.

8) Some hones dyed by henwtits: powder reflect hun=ii s religious i deology.

The characteridics G culturs remains show that the ste was a primary depost and a temporary
carp. Citting ana chiopp hg merks oin ome bone artifacts reflect the life gyle of butchering and eating
animas; Soring merks rdflect exquidte human craftsmanship.

Dongfang Haza Ste shares certain common characteridics in bone artifactswith some other Smilar
Paeolithic stes such asthe Upper Cave, Shiyu. In generad , thisfurther indicates that it has close &-
filiation to those dtes disoovered in North China in higory.

Key words: Bone artifacts; Retouch techrology; Human behaviors; Dongang Haza ste a
Wang ujing of Beijing
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EMI &% Bone artifacts
1. B4 (Bonecore) X2/3, 2-4. BF (Boneflakes) X1, 5. BEWEIHIZE (Bone scraper) X 1.5y
6. HRIRBE (Bone point) X4/5

J t Pu t
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B 1 &5 Bone artifacts

1, 2. B4 (Boneshovels) X2/3; 3. B LRYIRAGIR (Bone flake showing chopping marks ) X 4/5;
4, BE LAYLIESE (Bone flake showing cutiing marks) X 155 5. & LEIZIRIEE (Bone flake showing

engravings) X 1.5s 6. 5 {FRARBES (Bofitting of 5 bone pieces ) X 1

,
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BRI BH RS LABEE Refitting of bone artifacts and bones
1. 3. 2 4RAMBFS (Refitting of 2 bone pieces ) X1; 2. 3 HFIRAMPFE (Refitting of 3 bone pieces ) X2/3,
4, 5. 5 HARAMPES (Refitting of 5 bone pieces ) X1/2;

7 AN
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