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Qores oollected on the ground surface
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A STUDY OF THE CORES FROM THE Y UNXIAN HOMINID SITE

FENG Xiao - bo

(Ingtitute o Cultural Relics and Archaedlogy o Hube Province, Wuhan 430077)

Abstract : Seventy-seven pieces of cores which amounts for 26 % of the total gone artifacts were ool
lected from Xuetangiangz , the s-called Yurxian hominid dte in Hubel Province. The cores can be
grouped into three categories: snge platform (46 pieces) , double platform (21 pieces) and polyhedra
plaform (10 pieces) . Sme features of the cores are observed and summarized as follows:
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The cores are nogly made of sandgone and vein quartz. A few of them are made of pyrogenetic
rock and chalkdone. The tota number of platform is 121, nodly cortica ones. Hain platform and
oonplex platform are observed on a smal number of cores. Only one piece with scarred plaform is
identified. Mog cores are flaked on the top or bottomface ; ome exhibit flake scarson other podtions.

Mog cores yied one layer of flake scars. Sme cores can be observed with two or nore than two
layers of flake scars. Mog cores exhibit 4 - 5 flake scars, followed by cores with 2 flake scars. Mogt
oores are measured 300 - 399 mm in plaform perimeter ; nmog flake scars are measured less than
99 mmin length; and nog plaform anges are measured 80 - 8%F. The rates of oore platform con-
sunption are calculated nog frequently as 20 % - 29 % ~ind 40 % - 49 %. Ccreswith different number
o plaforms are found to be exploited differently.

The technique of flake production from cores a the Yurxiar: steisprincipally direct hard hammer
percusson without much preparation , which is the asc characterigic of core reduction in China dur-
ing the Paedlithic.
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