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ZAOZIPING PALEOL ITHIC SITE IN THE
THREE GORGES REGION

PEl Shurwen', CHEN Fuyou', FENG Xingwu' ,
GAO Xing' , WEI Qi*, LI Guo-hong’

(1. Ingtitute o Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropdogy , Chinese Academy o Sdences, Bdjing 100044
2. Officefor Cultural Rdics Administration d Fengdu County , Fengdu 408200)

Abstract : The Zaoziping Paeolithic dte on the seoond terrace of the right bank of the Yangtze River ,
is located in the Xinwan village , Sanhe town , Fengdu oounty , Chongging. The dte was excavated in
2000 and 2002 as part of the sdvage archeologica project in the Three Gorges Region.

Depodts o the terrace cond g of 4 layers, nore than 14 metersin thickness. The culturd remains
were mainly unearthed from the 4" layer , a layer of fine sands, 1m in thickness, 150 —56m above
the searleve |, digributed aong the Yangtze River. Over 1000 square meters were unearthed during the
two fidld seaons and 101 done artifacts were unearthed.

The done artifact assemblage includes retouched tools (16) , cores (19) , flakes (56) , sone
hammers (1) and chunks (9) . The general features of these artifacts are summarized as follows:

1) The done raw materids exploited at the ste are localy available on ancient riverbeds. dli-
carenite is the predominant rav material used for producing sone artifacts.

2) The principd flaking technique at the dte is direct hammer percusson without core preparation.

3) Mog o done arifacts are medium in sze.

4) Major blanks for tools retouch are conplete flakess (62. 5 %) , followed by inconplete flakes
and pebbles.

5) Mog of retouched tools are medium in Sze.

6) Scrapers are the dominating tool types, followed by choppers and points.

7) Modified tools gopear to be retouched by direct hammer percusson nmostly unificaly retouched
on the dorsal suface of a blank.

The done tool assemblage a the Zaoziping dte shows the didinctive character of the Main Indus:
try in Suth China. Geonorphologica and gratigrgphica dmilarities between the Zaoziping and Jing-
shuiwan dte indicate that the two dtes can be placed a the same age, i. e. about 80,000 aBP. ,
which result to the Middle Paeolithic in China.

Key words: Three Qorges region; Zaoziping; Middle Pdeolithic



211 -

R I
la.b MBFE (Meore, FZ065); 2ab. 11-1 FMHK ( 11-1flake, FZ068 ), 3ab. 11-2 WHEH
( 11-2flake, FZ094 ); 4a.b. 12-2 B H ( [2-2flake, FZO084 ); Sab. 12-1 BF K ( I2-1flake, FZ099 );
6ab. 12-2 BAHK ( 12-2flake, FZ109 ); 7a.b. 12-2 WA K ( 12-2flake, FZ106)
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la.b.ikHE 48 ( Chopper, FZ104 ); 2. &|HI$E ( Scraper, FZ061): 3. FHI4E ( Scraper, FZ110); 4. &%=
(Scraper, FZ086); 5. #KI#F (Scraper, FZ069); 6. FHI#¥ (Scraper, FZ008 ); 7 424%3% (Point, FZ033)



