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1
Examine of the stone artifacts from Xihoudu site
1) X X (mm)
Catalog Identified by Jia Original Raw Lengthx Breadth . .
Type . . Abrasion[W eathering] Remark
number and Wang (1978) form material [ X Thickness (mm)
3 “
opP2652 . . 06.8x 193.1x 41. 6
Flake 3 Ringlefaced chopper| Boulder [Quartzite| "
oP2654 40. 1x 44.2x 29.4 6
Core Funnel shaped core Pebble Quartz
23
P2657 111.7x 89.4x 26.2
Retouched [Singlefaced chopper| 2-3Flake [Quartzite]
22 2
P2665 76.5%x 91.5% 3.0
Flake 2-2|Flake by percussion Core Quartzite|
13 2
0P2666 64.0x 42.3%x 27. 1
Flake 13 Bipolar-core Core Quartzite|
22 4
aP2667 4.3% 31.6% 13.3
Flake 22 Linear scraper Core Quartz
1-1
opP2671 60.2x 44.1x 15.0
Retouched | Concave scraper 1-1Flake [Quartzite|
opP2672 22 53.3x 39.5% 20.0 6
Flake 22 Core Quartzite|
12 1
opP2673 36.2% 54.3%x 12.6
Flake 12| Flake by anvil Core uartzite
1-1
oP2686 56.2x 60.0x 7.4
Flake 1-1 |Flake by percussion| Cobble [Quartzite
2-1
P2690 . .| 43.1x 53.8x 15.7
Flake 2-1 |Flake by percussion Core Quartzite]
5
o P4072 Heavy triangular— . [163.3x 103.2x 76.5
Retouched point Boulder |Quartzite
12 1
09801 47.2% 84.3x 17.0
Flake 12 Core Quartzite|
23
9802 .| 54.4x 66.2%x 17.2
Flake 23 Core Quartzite]
m| 6053EF ; 6053w HIS)
1) “ " , 1999),
Flake 1-1: Cortical butt, totally cortical dorsal surface.
Flake 12: Cortical butt, partially cortical dorsal surface.
Flake 1-3: Cortical butt, non-cortical dorsal surface.
Flake 2-1: Non-cortical butt, totally cortical dorsal surface.
Flake 2-2: Non-vortical butt, partially cortical dorsal surface-
Flake 2-3: Non-cortical butt, non-cortical dorsal surface.
Flake 3: Whole flake that could not be put into the above categories.
Core Mult—platform with multiflake scars.
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14 , 9 6053E , 4 6053W , 1
(P4072)
14 1 10 3 (1 2
1-1 1 1-2 2 1- 3 1 2-1 1
2-2 3 2-3 1 3 1 1 -1
, 2-3 ( Konmbew a ), 1
2, 9 3,

1 ( , 1978)
Core and flakes (From Jia and Wang, (1978)
1. Core (P2654); 2. 1-1 Flake 1-1(P2686); 3. 13 Flake 13 (P2666);
4. 22 Flake 22 (P2667); 5. 2-1 Flake 2-1 (P2690)

2 ( . 1978)

Retouched pieces (From Jia and Wang, (1978)

[}] Straight sdrapercol choppel tobl(1P2657) 2] (Concave Scrapen{(:P2071)
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5, 9 2 1 P2657
, 2-3 , 104. 8mm, 7 ., 72° P2671
s 1-1 , 37.5mm, 4 73°
P4072 ,
, 5 , X 62.6% 43.3 51.6% 44.8 34.2x 35.3
41.2% 36.2 7.5% 14.2mm, 3
(Clark et al., 1988) ,
6054 , , ,
, 9801 -2 ,
40%
8300g " (P2653),
1998 (CG1297), 15505 ;
(JP830635),  21500g ( , 1984);
4
(1997) 2 , )
3 ; 3 ” 113 ” 113 ” 1
" , 1999),
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; 2 (1) )
s Hadar Kada Hadar
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1996) .
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ON THE ARTIFACTS FROM XIHOUDU SITE

Wei Qi
(Institute of Vertebrate P aleontology and Paleoanthrop ology, A cademia Sinica, Beyjing 100044)

Abstract

The Xihoudu site is located at Ruicheng County, Shanxi Province in North China.
The lithic assemblage was discovered from the fluvial deposit belonging to the Lower
Pleistocene context in 1960. T he formal excavations were conducted in 1961 and 1962. A
total of 32 stone artifacts were described in detail in the monograph  Xihoudu
(Hsihoutu)

Pleistocene mammalian fauna associated with the lithic remains includes Erinaceus sp. ,

a Culture Site of Early Pleistocene in Shanxi(Shansi) Province . A Lower

Trogontherium sp., Leporids, Hyaena sp., Stegodon sp., Archidiskodon p lanifrons,
Palaeoloxodon cf. namadicus, Coelodonta antiquitatis, Elasmotherium cf. inexp ectatum,
H pp arion sinense, Equus sanmeniensis, Sus cf- lydekkeri, Elaphurus bif urcatus, E.
chinnaniensis, Euctenoceros boulei, Axis rugosus, A. shansius, Gazella of. blacki, Bison
palaeosinensis, Leptobos crassus.

Some scholars suspected that the stone specimens might have been modified by
hydrodynamic process for the presence of clear traces of water polishing on these artifacts.
They argued that the lithic assemblage could have been the products of strong fluvial
activity.

It is well known, however, that the stone artifacts from the fluvial terrace deposit are
usually abraded to varying degrees by running water. So long as stone artifact abraded
remains to show character of human agency, the nature of the specimen should not be
doubted at all. A total of 14 stone artifacts from the Xihoudu site ( including 11 which were
published in the Jia’s preliminary report) were examined as follows (see table 1in text) .

Some stone artifacts were made using a variety of technique procedures and clearly
show anthropogenic attributes. It is difficult to regard these artifacts as hydrodynamic
origin. Analysis, in fact, concludes that the stone artifacts from the xihoudu site are

doubtless human products.

Key words Artifacts, Lower Pleistocene, Xihoudu site



