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Figure 1 Loc. 73113 of the Xujiayao-Houjiayao Paleolithic site (located at the Xujiayao village, Shanxi )
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Figure 2 Loc. 74093 of the Xujiayao-Houjiayao Paleolithic site(located at the Houjiayao village, Hebei)
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Figure 3 Map of the Nihewan Basin and the distribution of Paleolithic sites
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Figure 4 Synthetic profile of the Quaternary deposit and the distribution of Paleolithic sites
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Approach to Stratigraphy of the Xujiayao-Houjiayao Site
in Nihewan Basin, China

WEI Qi, WU Xiu-jie
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Laboratory for Human Evolution,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: The Xujiayao-Houjiayao site, called the Xujiayao site for short, is an important
Middle Paleolithic site in North China. The “Xujiayao Man” fossils unearthed from the site were
identified as archaic Homo sapiens. On the basis of the stratigraphic paleontological approach,
the Xujiayao fauna was assigned to the early Late Pleistocene and the cultural layers containing
Paleolithic remains should therefore belong to the Late Pleistocene. Up to now, the Xujiayao
Formation in which the Xujiayao site is embedded is the stratification that has yielded the most
abundant paleoanthropological, Paleolithic, and paleontological data known in the Nihewan
Basin. There has been a misunderstanding about the paleomagnetic dating of the Xujiayao site as
it is misleading to determine the age of a Paleolithic archeological site by calculating the average
rate of sediment accumulation, because all the stratigraphic sections with human remians are not

represented as uniform sedimentary sequences.

Keywords: Xujiayao-Houjiayao site; Dating; Stratigraphy; Misunderstanding





