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Al SR S (a5, AR i) ) BH R S TR IR 0 AR v o R AN T I A Bl R 1 )
B, BAIRT LR R, ARG Uk

CIHAT 2ARE R 22 T )  (Handbook of Paleolithic Typology) — 5% -7 11 & H. .
WFFT A4 7 e RS 2 AT i RGN 4 B T 2848 0 1B A7 2 AR B 300 g — 2R
TH, 76 18 2 BRI 2238 22l i 4 Ao . v 2235 5 RF5HE (GD Mortillet) f5 -
i} coups de poings —id], FHiF k15 Bl & handaxe. JLJ5 288924 K fif# /R (Bordes)
XTFFE N 2% (Jeih biface — 1] P, P 7 — L8223 i ) A “ PN 7 X —FK
W, BABDGEE “F787 S M Diae S SO M7 RAURHIE R IF 4 R 2 H RN,
B2 AR AR AT O B AN TR B A i B i) TR AR A N T 878
i AFDRE Y P TR A BB s )Gt TR DN e, sl AT SRl iy 70 1, i oAl 47
ANEAEHE, SJRAARAE A ) 10 BB BB AR, BE N =M SR
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end or butt) . EURMEILGINJE / SIREAK / siiRECkE— 2 fe T sk, %
WX — KR, FHRUUARZIEELR, WiFHEF7F (flat bifaces) . JEF7F (thick
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LS A 4RI F- 7% (Abbevillian bifaces) o A WF 7 & —RHMELAF R I EN . QWIFEZ Y
BRI A2 B,

PE B IH A 4825 2 B R 0 — 38, 3850, B =B A X ARAT T a8 vh 1 T 754
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Jr BRI S WS T AT T 1 i — AP A R R A g o T 2R A 2P T A n 1,
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FER), M FAAAPE AN TR R ENR D>, TBREAR—K. IS, F75
FAAZH AT I TR, % 5 BI TS s AR i /A Fri ™ B2 SR «oeeeee F7,
KM G RAREOCA R T FTHIE R T Rl SRR TE, —imigoe
WS, ADNT— Ui S I IS S S A e, BRI e e TN FFFH T
FHAREEST 1 A B B TR M A EASRI R A OR B A B SR e e AR AR
FRRET 7Rl R M TF75 o W77 BH T OOdbRoR, JUH A — LB X 38 3 SR FH 4T o 11 2%
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PR AR LERHEWT AN S Y, IXAEAR R L B ARIZ ARG il AR AN TIE S ANAT B SCIR B
[473 0 N e ER R LY N DRSSt P ST P ey S < K AWA L TR D Ra SV VAL
B, SEART - HRE . SEIElE, ISR T IR AR R A ORI
5 U R B A Tt NG O v S L e ZE S O T B e, O B
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FRRAAE THEREEE, OO — 2L F AT AR Z A T — B 2 A7
EFFIDHEEZ — " G X B W 2K e RISt 7= 58
(RO FCAl R 22 e, 0 B BB 2 R KR T PR R ARGV 4K A R 45T B it ik 2 21 144X
RIS AR A, R A A M ORI R T RSSO N R e
AN BOE R . XTI A R RN E AR, (E H X S R
W, TMASTEREEN] TS 1 AT AR N BT 78 0 R RV IR . i pIX A
T 1) 5 B 2R AL S I FHEF AR AN R Z A7 L AR A PR S R R 22 0

L= 3% = PR R T 75 Rl RV RE A 1)l PO T8 B 0 AR ), AR A
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AR A L L TR RE . WEIUE SRR 2 S SRR R AR A T E K
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PRI IS R (T 2R b AL I A R R o IR 123 DR AR K J L AR st hk Y 15 /b
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VT Jems AR S22 RS B e AT TN DAy w S ke ' 2 L SR T e S
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Table 1 Descriptions and statistical analysis of handaxes from Yunxian and Bose

ik K g JRE EE P 9§§|3 WJW‘ ey mm‘ VE@ Eﬂgﬁ

(mm)  (mm) ()  (g) IS JEEL A RER S RR S %
BB LLEP334 CR) 133 74 29 241 RPN A FRM 17 —m i H
B ELEP313 (R 200 126 44 1287  HF A TR 46 A i f
HLEP343 (5F) 222 105 68 1396 #if1  fEA FHRAR 216 o i il
BB LLEP342 (GR) 214 104 62 1099 ¥ A FAR 1116 WA b H
BB LLEP500 CGR) 153 99 44 697  H KA TR 8/5 —m i H
BEELEP304 (CR) 201 110 57 1088  HRAT AT FIAR 48 —m 2 = H
B ELEP303 CR) 194 120 49 1074 HAF B4 TR 5/4 —if 2= H
B ELEP9502 CR) 183 107 62 1396 HE A RN 4/6 —m i H
Bl ELEP9050 () 149 9 46 515 HE A FRR 37 7 2 i H
HB3600880 (K2 158 150 77 1276 fff dlbE AR 11/7 Wi 2 f
HB100868 (K 200 145 84 2086 BRAT W AR 8/7 Hw 4 el
FBH00871 () 190 145 59 1452 WRfT A HIR 7/8 LTI iz H
TBH00872 () 179 110 84 1665  HRf1  4iibyr R 5/3 Wi A = H
3100875 (K) 183 130 70 1625 HifT W TR 9/4 wim 2 H
A 4100870 CR) 156 143 86 1569 Wit fabs HIR 10/6 —If w H
A 400867 () 225 158 90 2189 Wbk dimbs HIR 5/8 Wi i H
A A5100874 () 153 133 66 1009 Witk b AR /8 —I i 1
300873 (K 131 121 86 1067 Witk kibs WK 9/6 7 T i H
A 10 CR) 224 135 79 2314 itk Wi AR 4/13 M = X
WIHEA: 1 CR) 137 118 79 934 A diwbd EAR 9/8 T 2 H
JFHHEB : 8 (R 156 122 89 1197 Witk s w5 7/6 —m 2 5 H
FBHSA: 16 ) 154 134 72 1397 B #bE HIR 712 Wi A 5 H
AR 8 CR) 213 123 81 1772 W4 WA RN 14/9 o i Z H
JIASSAT10: 842 169 133 9 1679 FkHe ks IR 7/6 —m Z H
TEAISAT13:975 176 134 93 1903 ERf A GEIN 10/4 [T 2 H
T HISAT15:927 188 132 86 1658  f K ks &K /3 HOOA i f
JBHISAT16:678 148 106 68 842 Witk W FEEN 21/9 WA b b
JBHHNT11: 892 158 137 60 1093 f#z B ER 6/3 TR [ H
JBHBINTT 2 360 176 124 70 1197 fikx  wWh FRIK 85 Wil = H
TBAHINT2: 790 169 134 66 1227 BRfG WS GRS 10/7 Wi 2 = e
AR HHNT4: 806 183 143 78 1982 k% WA RN 6/2 Wi 2 2 H
JEAHSAT15: 1615 164 127 73 1280  fikx  dbs PR 6/14 Wi Z H
HARAHSAT12: 1556 145 105 75 1254 f#% AibsE EmR 9/8 Wi i 1
TBAHSATI3: 1162 187 170 90 2416 fkz W FRIR - 10/5 Wi [ 1
TBHHEAT20: 130 159 113 78 1390  WRfF RbE Ik 10/3 Wi 2 1
HRHHSAT10: 1652 116 111 72 829 A MWE R 7/5 — i H
HBIHSAT16:1567 139 102 85 745 Wbk By IR 13/4 —m b H
TBHSAT14: 1593 170 156 18 2557 fikk Wi RN 8/7 —f = H
HRHISAT12: 1804 167 116 83 1482 W b ERIN 16/10 % % %5 X
JBHSAT12: 1807 245 160 103 3171 A W R 10/2 TR [ H

e RO dim MR

LUK R AR [ X U] 17 BN A B 1 2 B A, B R, AT AL 15 SO
Py BOARNF R DHRESR i) USRI REasthib ) . DXl EE BRI S I e A R AT 2 . — 2 2K
PRARBE T Wb e L AR PR DA R G A I SRAE () 644 FEA b, T2 %8000 514F,
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JIT oy LG AT 8% 1 F L B Ak stk i i E SO A, 45 B 461 £F, FAEREE
0 R A A 0 1E 3R (E G R e AR I B - T TR, HEE D
AR B ast i R AE A 216 £F, L7898 1, LuilEih 45%, 1fifE R4t 45
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Characteristics and Significance of Paleolithic Handaxes from China

GAO Xing

(Laboratory of Human Evolution, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract: The “handaxe issue” has been discussed and debated for a long time in Paleolithic
research in China. As claimed by some researchers, handaxes have been discovered at some
Middle Pleistocene localities in southern and central China and regarded as evidence to
invalidate the hypothesis of the so-called “Movius Line” and to suggest that there is no obvious
technological and typological difference between the East and the West in the remote past.
However, most of the Chinese handaxes have been collected only from some isolated sites as
surface finds, mainly in the Bose Basin in the Guangxi Autonomous Region and the Han-Luo-
Dan Region in southeastern Shaanxi Province and northwestern Hubei Province. Stratigraphic
information and chronometric results are known for exceptional cases. The number of handaxes
is also limited for any given site, and most of them are products of casual and simple retouch
with hardly any standardized size and overall shape. Therefore, they are different from Acheulian

handaxes present in Africa and the western Eurasia in the Lower Paleolithic.

This paper reviews the history of research on the handaxe issue in China, presents different ideas
and propositions, and analyzes the nature of the arguments and the weakness of data sets. It
points out that most of the Chinese handaxes should be functionally the same with another type
of heavy duty tool, the pick, which are large digging tools (LDT) of Pleistocene human groups
living in tropical and subtropical environments exploiting plant food resources, and part of the
toot-kit of pebble tool tradition in central and southern China. They might have their local origins
with possible western influence. The significance of this kind of stone tool in Pleistocene China

and East Asia plus future research directions are also discussed.

Key words: Handaxe; Typology; Pebble-tool tradition; Acheulian technology; Eastern origins

with western influence





