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The clustering dendrogram on girl’s growth status, 27 Chinese minority nations
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ANALYSIS ON GIRL'S GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
AMONG 27 CHINESE MINORITY NATIONALITIES

Ji Chengye
(Institute of Child and Adolescent Health, Beijing Medical University, Beijing 100083)
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Abstract

This study was designed to study the morphological differences and similarities of Chi-
nese minority nationalities’ girls by using principal component analysis combining with cluster
analysis. The data_consisted of 32 groups from 27 minority nationalities (each of the five of
these nationalities had an urban group besides the rural one), and in each group, seven anth-
ropometric measures and indices- were used for analysing. These groups merged into seven
clusters and showed significant variations of growth and development. with each other. The
factors which caused these variations, such as the geography, ecology, socio-economics and life
styles as well as the urban-rural difference, were investigated. The different growth characteri-
stics among different nationalities and some strategies of improving their growth were also dis-
cussed by the author. :



