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Left temporal bone, external surface
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Left temporal bone, internal surface
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STUDY OF TEMPORAL BONE OF XUJIAYAO MAN

Wu Maolin -
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)
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Abstract

This paper deals with a fossil human temporal from Xujiayao site in 1979 where
previously 17 human fossils were found.

It has many characters identical to those of early Homo sapiens or intermediate
between Homo erectus and modern man. The features include: the robustness of the
supramastoid crest, the postglenoid process, the position and the crientation of the tym-
panic plate, the position of the tympanomastoid fissure, the orientation of the pyramid
axis, the distance between the styloid process and the posterior wall of the porus, the
entire mastoid process deviates sligchtly medianwards, ete.

The temporal bone of Xujiayao possesses some features as seen in modern man such
as the form of the squama, the position of the supramastoid crest, the form of tympanic
plate, the stvloid process, the foramen stylomastoideum and the supramastoid erest ar-
ranged in a straight line, the sigmoid sulcus, ete.

There are some features elose to those of Peking Man such as absence of true arti-
cular tubercle, the thickness of the mastoid portion, ete.
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ZEM R Left temporal bone
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