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HOMO ERECTUS FROM HEXIAN, ANHUI FOUND IN 1981

Wu Maolin

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleotology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)
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Abstract

The excavation was carried out by a field team of IVPP including the author together
with the Museum of Anhui Province from May to June, 1981,

A lot of mammalian and 7 pieces of human fossils were found in this excavation. The
present article deals with only the human fossils.

The material includes five teeth and a piece of right supraorbital torus and a fragment
of parietal bone.

The characters of the fossils may be summarized as follows:

1) The upper central incisor is bigger than those of all Homo erectus. The lingual
surface is shovel-shaped and bears a well-developed basal tubercle from the free border of
which extend several finger-like prolongations ending abruptly at the central pit of the lin-
gual surface. These features are very similar to those of Peking Man and Yunxian Man.

2) The pattern of the occlusal surface of the upper molars is similar to that of Pe-
king Man. The paracone is separated from the metacone by a transvesal furrow which tran-
sgresses the buccal edge and descends to the neck of the buccal surface. Real longitudinal
furrows are lacking. The slope of each cusp shows a larger wrinkle on the middle and a
smaller one on each side of it.

3) The lower molars show a typical Dryopithecus pattern. The trigonid is distinctly
broader than the talonid, while the trigonid of the Neanderthal group is generally narrower
than the talonid. A cingulum is present. Their size fall within the range of those of Austra-
lopithecus and is much larger than that of Peking Man and Java Man.

4) The supraorbital torus is heavy. The supratoral sulcus between the torus and the
frontal squama is present, but it is much less pronounced than that of Peking Man.

From the evidences mentioned above, Hexian human fossils undoubtedly belong to
Homo erectus. '

The upper incisor of Hexian Man, however, is not similar to the Yuanmou incisors in
morphology. The lateral borders of the Yuanmou incisors are more divergent outward than
those of Peking Man and Hexian Man. One of three finger-like processes of the Yuanmou
incisors extends to the cutting edge. These primitive characters frequently appear in anthro-
poid incisors.



AER: 1981 FRINZHMBERANS

FERA (Homo erectus)
- A ERRTIE A BEPL X1 Ay FEMLX1; A, EREMX1; A EHEAXT; A, LY ]
B, WX 1; By HEdix]
WL X 1
: Dy MMEM XL Dy STREM X1 Dy SERE MK Dy FEAX1; D, Eififi % 1
- EPHHEE EEEmAX]
LOBUEAUNE LR TR X ]
3o B THEH KL




