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Table 3 Stable isotope data from different times in the south central Inner Mongolia
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Stable Isotope Analysis of Human Bones from Nalintaohai Cemetery,
Baiyanaoer, Inner Mongolia

ZHANG Quan—chao', HU Yan—chun’, WEI Jian’, ZHU Hong'

(1. Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology, Jilin University, Changchun, 130012; 2. Institute of Cultural Relics of
Bayanaoer, Bayanaoer, 015000), 3. The School of History, the People's University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The Nalintaohai ancient site, located along a bend in the Yellow River in Bayanaoer,
Inner Mongolia, is very important site of the Han Dynasty. In this study, we examine Nalintaohai
human paleodiet using stable isotope ratios of carbon and nitrogen found in bone collagen.
Nitrogen isotopic ratios of bone collagen show that the Nalintaohai inhabitants ate plenty of
animal products and some plants. Carbon isotopic ratios show that the human diet is composed
of C,plants. It is clear that these inhabitants tried to establish stock raising and farming, which
created a large degree of social wealth. By comparing stable isotopic data from different times
and sites throughout the southern part of central Inner Mongolia, C, consumption still played a
minor role in human diets, while Han Dynasty human 8"°N values are higher than from other

periods.

Keywords: Hetao area; Han Dynasty; Human skeleton; Stable isotope; Carbon and nitrogen



