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Abstract: The middle Huai River valley in eastern central China is located in a transitional area
of geography, climate and culture. During the Neolithic, it was a zone for millet and rice farming
but when these agricultural systems got established especially in regions south of the Huai River
are still unclear. In this paper, we use starch analysis of 22 pottery fragments unearthed from
Phase II of the Houjiazhai site (6.2-5.6 kaBP). Results of this work show evidence for a variety
of grains derived from Oryza spp., Triticeae, Coix spp., Setaria italica (L) P. Beauv., Panicum
miliaceum L., Quercus spp., Nelumbo spp., as well as tubers and roots on ceramic fragment
surfaces. Discovery of rice starches indicates that ancient peoples continued to use Oryza species
in this area from the middle to the end of the Neolithic. In contrast, starch grains from foxtail
and broomcorn millets are the oldest evidence of dry crops discovered in the middle Huai River
valley. These findings mean that food exchange and communication probably existed between the
areas of millet farming in the north and regions south of the Huai River as early as 6.2 kaBP and
5.6 kaBP. This paper provides important data on agricultural development and transformation in
the middle Huai River valley during the Neolithic, and provides some clues for the spread of rice

and millet farming in eastern central China.

Key words: Middle Huai River valley; Phase II of the Houjiazhai Site; Starch; Plant Utilization;
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HEYVE YT N R EY S EEH SR L ARG AR HE &Y
TR AR A KRR R N AT B A s AR B S n] i PR oG, AH S ) 2
N A SV PR B S A 7T 0 E A Y YT e i b X
HRRERF AL IR . ASEAROY (P by, [R] A R A S AT AR SR A AR
TR AN PG S A S I R SO A B Al RlA R E S X X, A, ol
SCAG B s i A s AR S BRAE A BRI A AR DL S AN SR B R, AT DO AR 4 i
B E R ALV ERIR . AR AR S NIEIE IS ] A R AR

AR, BEE &R IR R EIRANTT &, AR SRR i X 224N 2%
B IR R 1A SR d i 7 A, K2 A EHER LA, A3 VIR
42 B0 B, e s P RN U0 EAEIER A LT YL SRR A U
R &S U s L R U Sk, SR ER, 8.5~6.8 kaBP A1 it it
X 2 RN HERAE R A= R FR, F 2 RELTTRIGE YR (Coix spp.) « NEE
(Triticeae) « #f 1 B} 4% 1% (Trichosanthes kirilowii Maxim.) . & J& (Nelumbo spp.)
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9L )@ (Vigna spp.) « 27 (Dioscorea opposite Thunb.) . #3 J& (Avena spp.) . Z R}
(Zingiberaceae) . ZZJ& (Trapaspp.) . F¥RJ& (Quercus spp.)  HkJE (Amygdalus spp.) .

Mf (Armeniaca mume Sieb.) . ®Jg (Ziziphus spp.) W AMEYIMEEY); % 5.1~4.0 kaBP
HATAL, A 2 B 32 EAOAE AF A ML A SEAE RO SR BUE 1 B 00, RIS RE R T E
(Glycine spp.) « fiiJ& (Diospyros spp.)  #hJ&. ¥rEEE AN TR . B KE,
Z R G U] Hh e DX A A IR SRR S S BAR P B R FH DL A S5 T TS
FERINR,  [R]IF H2R S5 28 I AR S A V] i b XM B — BRIV 3 A Dy g 5 3
PR GBI B 17 R, DG A 2SI AR RS 6.8~5.1 kaBP IRk ML X, T
FORMET DU Hh X e R A A B8R FH (I 0L, DL DR 28 B AT i A2 A8, R HR
KR THAE AT A 22355 H (1) F2 A H AT 55 1) R 28 S A AR AN 2

PR FEE (117°16'20"E, 32°31'4"N) - (& 1) i T2 e im E L B £ 32 A,

Fa BRI Z) 60 kmo AZIAERILT 1977 45, T 1985 4R 1986 SEHEAT T P KE, K
WA 375 m*, R T —HEE BRSO A U ARYE RS SmA s
KMZER R, R FEENTE . EEEBAR AW —IRATZER S BRI,

SCAR TSR U AR AR, B T ROECC s AR SO SR B A IR SR SRR,
WHEE, SIEAEER, R, SEsER R e ISR 8 T F—
SCAE T, M MSERE REOR (R D, B IERE T HRI4EACA cal. 6.2~5.6 kaBP, i 4
N BEFFESCA” PO ARSCEERYE (PEE S - Ha RS A s 2

A
25 50 75 100
T e e K1

| ZEEREREREN R XA R U IR B

Fig.1 Geographical location of Houjiazhai and related sites in middle Huai River valley
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Tab.1 AMS "“C data from Phase II of the Houjiazhai site
. YA 0 Calibrated date (Cal. BP)
éﬁ]‘%‘ No. r':l:'lj:$’fi *ZH‘J’ ) 14C date (BP)
Context Materials lo (68.2%) 26 (95.4%)
ZK-2183* T6 @ HS % Bone 4630+ 85 5575-5550 (4.8%) 5584-5502 (11.0%)
5475-5285 (57.4%) 5491-5213 (65.8%)
5161-5141 (3.4%) 196-5050 (18.6%)
5102-5087 (2.6%)
176998" T4 @ :1 % Bone  5280+15 6020-5993 (23.9%) 6177-6148 (19.3%)
6173-6155 (15.0%) 6120-6038 (46.0%)
6110-6079 (23.9%) 6032-5990 (28.9%)
5960-5954 (1.2%)
177005" T4® 2 % Bone  5070+15 5892-5879 (11.0%) 5899-5844 (30.8%)

5826-5802 (21.8%)

5830-5749 (64.6%)

5797-5754 (35.4%)
Er A PERANEEEFEANE, #EEELERENE; A CHEFH N 5568 45, BP K JE 1950 4ty 4R K, A&
HIE R % 4 IntCall3, Fi i A2 7 % OxCal v3.10,

SCAAR I Y, A SR T AR TR A AR AR S . B, TR R R
HERIAEAREL R, 164 NI RIF IR RGMIRIE & TAE, AULTKE 45 P 76 0 5 g8t
R AR LD R I BOKAREER, (BRI E LR TR, Tzt
o RAE M FT W) BRI T B AR S5 K 55 A R AR ANTE 2

PR KL UBURDIR S A7 1L T A0 h i &R 7R W, S RIS B T BUONER
T R AR LA R R BUREZE R SRR AT AR i A AN R A R
ORAE, 1 AN R (A S b BT AN R AT A, ) DR Tk L i1 A R AR AT A
wFbs S E P, Bk, VERPRL BT VAR 2 R T ST AR RE R . RO
AR A AR TR T Rk PR S A A ST I e ARSI F GE R R 4 AT £ T 10 £
FKIEINE "I R AR B AR R IR B WIREAT b, B EIRRIZE G IR 6.2~5.6 kaBP
R B W BRI S AL S5 R S5 00, Dt FTaedag v i st DR A 25 ARG SR 53 U
A B A AR A TETERE, DL 38 AR 3 DO 8 I AR ML 25 M e B P R 55 7 TR 7
RIS ] ONER S o B b AR ERE R SRAEARME R AR A5 IR R (L B

2 PRSIk

ARRSLH SR T e X e bt BRI R ARTUN 5 bk S 138 AL g 28 ik, &
RV T2 a2 JU i ek, BAR R, BE. B GE. WSE 22 fRREA (2D,
[ R AR 2 BOE ST W T B Wi, T

SIS % Yang 45 7, Lin 55 P, ka5 P ok e 25 2 VA RLIR BP0 1R SR U 15 o
B SEHURIFE S RE TP BN T 25 R o, DLHERRVE R RIS T S50 RS YL vl REE -
DXL BT BB At D R RORR A O BORE B SR — IR PR BB R X 8 R I EAT V5 IR A
PGB TN SNEEREAT PR, TR SRR ARS8 B (R AR AR DA SR JERE it AR R
ALETOLRE T BTG 3 TW0Ja A5 PR A I8 5 il 20 ) X 240 PR B A A/ B A 7 3 e EURE »
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Fig.2 Ceramic fragments used for analysis of starch residues
a: F3:7 B J& 3 b: T3H1:6 # 5 c: T3H1:7 5 d: T3H1:1 ¥ 5 e: T2 (2 :23 ff; £ T2 (2 :88 # 5 & T3 (2 :88 [ 6% ; h: (2) :23 H [ % ; it
T3 (2):98 41 5j: T2 (2):869 3 k: T2 (2 :84 F 51: T2 (2) :46 i ; m: T3 ) :44 i 5 n: T3 Q) 1122 A 50: T2 ) :6 # i £8 5 p: T1 (2 :109 £

HIE N EBEE, JEE ANIERE, DAHERRAS AR R iy ek B FF S i A 38 43 331 )
FH 5% Z i E AN [(NaPO3)n] ¥R A1 10% 2hFR (HCD AT P 25 LR £ 24 5 5

FEMPRI R R A B N 1.8 g/lem’ £ A AL (CsCD VBT LD 5 &
LFERRIIN 25% Bl (PRFALL) R HEBES, R EMRE . BRI %E
J £ Leica DM4500P(63x) {6 i FULEE. Al ek sse. HRFESE T
ARSI = AR IR B, DL S TR B2
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Fig.3 Photographs of starch grains from ceramic fragments

a,a’,b,b-A % : # 8 (Oryza spp.); ¢, ¢’-B 2% : /| Triticeac); d, d” -C1 A : L& (Coix spp.); e, e’-C2 2 : F (Setaria italica
CHEHAR

(L) P. Beauv.); f, £~ C3 & : &% (Panicum miliaceum L.); g, g’, h, h’ -D1 A J& (Nelumbo spp.); i, i - D2 A

¥ JB (Quercus spp.) ( #7 R : 20pm)
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Fig.4 Starch grains from selected modern species

a,a’: HIEAK (Oryza sativa L.); b, b’: AR/ F (Triticum aestivum L.); ¢, ¢’ 31X (Coix lacryma-jobi L.);
d,d’: & (Setaria italica (L) P. Beauv.); e, €’: & (Panicum miliaceum L.); f, £*: & J& (Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop.);

g, @ # 3% (Nelumbo mucifera Gaertn); h, h’: # 3% (Dioscorea opposita Thunb.);

i, 1: HE AR (Trichosanthes kirilowii snakegourd roots); j, j°: JiA% (Quercus acutissima Carruth.) ( #7 R : 20pum)
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3 SKIREE R

AN 8 e e R A b )E o 22 ARB g8 Ak A AT T UE R RIS T AR, AR A
21 e R IMIR A T+ 8 WEMER KL, RS2 R 2 B, IRE R 45 R WoR
FEFIVER, RO SLIGSE AR AAE RO BRI A Z B 5 G . 78 21 R, 4 1440
AR N L AEESREEN v by R A A XY, TV R W iE R i B R T SRR T AR A i A
A S ok A TE R T A B . AR 17 AR L TR P9 BE H AR FE SR SR BRI JE ) 640
R, AINEET REARE o B2 B 0 Y A b 30 e e I T A0 F T R R IR e ki B, K &
FEAT R LB Ve RS AN B 1%, BRI, AT RAOA D 17 4445 40 P B R 75 A o Hh 42 B
B PTE R L2 YR T RATH I A2 R AR B . TR BRI 5 ve ¥ R A 54 KL/ T 52
YRR RV TSR, B R e Rl TovE A A B R . HRVER
FIARIERLE . Kift. JZ240 BB RBRRMANE OGS 2 SR RE, o385 RIEK9
M (F2), AFEKRERE (Oryzaspp.) « NEKE. BUJE. 5 (Setaria italica (L) P.
Beauv.) . Z& (Panicum miliaceum L.) . ¥RJE. & UL S HAR TE k3t — B % e R R
(Panicoideae) 5HAREZEIAE W bk o

A: FL26 K, ZRTERRIER B2 WK, B dE, B2 2R M, B
PR SEL, B W RME FEAE R ‘X B, RAATEEDN 5.2~9.97um, T
KAt 2978 7.36 pm. RABIER R RS AT L A2, Type Al (n=2) NE KL

*® 2 ERBRL FEBRFARREEPRESFESRRBERUTER (B KD

Tab.2 Statistical analysis of starch grains from Phase II of the Houjiazhai site

Al A2 B Cl C2 C3 C4 D1 D2 D3 E &l Total

DHF3:7 5 J&(Dou bottom) 2 2
DHT3F1:55 [15(Dou edge) 2 2 1 5
DHH5:42 5 [13f5(Dou edge) 1 21 16 4 12 11 2 67
DHT3 H1:7#(Pot) 1 10 4 2 1 18
DHT3 H1:8#(Pot) 2 2 1 5
DHT3 H1:6:44 F#{%(Tripod edge) 2 8 2 4 16
DHT6 H5 % (Tripod) 2 1 1 3 7
DHT3 H1:1%j(Caldron) 18 43 2 11 2 3 2 81
DHT1 @:86:4(Tripod) 1 1 11 2 1 16
DHT2 @:23 4 (Tripod) 1 19 63 42 3 4 74 28 37 1 8 280
DHT2 2):869:5(Tripod) 2 2
DHT2 @):67# it #(Pottery with a flow) 3 3 2 3 5 16
DHT3 2):122%)(Spoon) 8 9 2 1 2 22
DHT2 @):461i#(Pot) 3 6 4 13
DHT3 2):88 %P (Painted pot) 1 10 2 2 15
DHT2 @:84 5 i§(Dou bottom) 5 1 3 4 13
DHT3 @):44#i(Bowl) 1 6 1 8

£t Total 2 24 151 138 8 4 111 57 69 2 20 586
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JERIRL,  FH R TR TER R B, SRIER RIS, S SRR R HE S R
FEEZREIG, LIRS e (KB 3: a,a) , Type A2 (n=24) NIFEZS
FIFEE R RL (B 3: b, b*) o FAFREEE DK DA K AR D Se MR e 430 FLB R g2 R B,
IKFEVERD BH T AEVER IR N R AR, A0 TE b L AE R B e A i 7D e Bk REAE S0z, [RIINE, 4
A B ERLTE R SR LS M AN JZTE R R B SR AL, AU S I FUBE By BT AR . 455
S = PR VE R RLI B MO SR s (B 40 a, 2%) LU CURRIA T TS E B, A
FUERRLAT G FE SR A VE R AL RRAE, W HRIFECK AT Re A RE @A)

B: L 151 kL, %Kik 2 EMRABGEEIE (B 3:c, ¢, BREE A 0] WLjE ki
B RO, RS m A IR, S TER R WSS T REORE 2 X T,
RBARTEETE 5.63~41.2 um Z [8], ~PYJRIAER 17.50 pm. HRHE AR SEI0 = DA AE P e ki 1
W (E4:0,b%) , A SHEAHF FURE ", BATA R IZIGE R R IR T RARINE ik
Y. 7ok, AEFEVOAREE R RGN RN BUR TR DL 2 SO RAE AT A
X /N ZE A REAT IR — B Rh — R % e B A VRS IR R R () /N 2 R T MR ) 2R
AR R ESL MY, B THERRSE . Bk, ASCEAX /N EEY) e R B E
BRI E %5 .

C: L2601 Wi, ZKiEmp 22k, FAER, Z2HRMR, 2YMaiREbs, x
HZEATI, IEAR WS FHELEEN B TR, % W2 RS Emiia K (Zea
mays L.)  S&. Z. =% (Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench) . &1L (Coix lacryma-jobi L.)
2R ARL (Gramineae) FHY. AN, Wledk PO iR K BIM & (Lithocarpus spp.) Fl4E &
(Castanopsis spp.) THYIWAFAEZ AL VERRL, (B RIXETERRERIE . RS A
S5k ES5ARSOR I C UERAFAE B DO ARAERAR ISR TH T A SRR C 7008 3 M.

Cl (n=138) JEMRILLER AL mEANE (K 3:d,d) , bEERE, HEEZHN “Y”
e “—7 2, TREL, HHEER “Z27 FI, B ang i, #6865 E H AR b ] I
I (& 3:d, d) , RARTEEA 8.3~22.71um 2 8], ~F¥RiEH 15.82um. ZIEHRL & TE
BZH5 Liv et al. P, B B bgmeae s B ot 3 R M T R 10 S A R BARTE H
KRB VG (Bl 4:c,¢’) , BUHERTZEAE R ] Rk i T & SR . C2 (n=8)
TR C1 BUARLL 2 ARSI AR, B sUE G, AR “+7 FRRR,
TRE, WM EE. KARTEE N 14.39-19.17 um, “FIJRIEL 1642 pm (B 3:e,¢’) .
TEARAE S IARSERIER BRIV & (K 4:d, dD , HAMETHRZR XA N, #HEE
FORIET SR AT REME R R . C3 (n=4) JEMPRLRLZ AR IFFAES C2 L, BN 2 A,
RIMDEH, A2t ab A WU s BR A 254, T FORLARSE By 11.37~14.93 pm, ~FH4k;
149 12.93 pm, % C2 W&/ (E 3: £, XEEMRAZTERIE T RIVATREME (K 4:e,e?) o
C4 (n=111) JENTRLEARTEAS AT 75 K2 WRHE P GE K FL 28 SCIX (8], = B8 1) % e A,
R AN KT F AT P m — G

D: 3£ 128 K, ZIVER RLIE FRE 2 AR O R EC IR, Rt B T OLE
2 XTI, HILEERAFRTRS N AANTEZ. D1 (n=57) ek kv KO EE (K 3: g, g,
h b)), BFSAbERL “—” FRREFME, SMavEmbit SinG, Ea0Em, wests—
Uity 2 AR T . IRV R RLRARVE IO, AE 11.3~65.03 pm 2 [A], “F¥JRiAEHN 21.43 pm.
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LRV RPRLI T AR S 2 R R PSR R I B (B 40 g, @) ARSCHEWTIZ
TUERPRL BRI T8, Rl NERE (4.22~70.85 um) o« D2 (n=69) JEMRLRITE ZFE,
BRI AT RS ARUPLAESE (K3 g g5 hh) , FFAAE, WoZEs,
PRV 7.65~34.27 um. ZIVERRIEIS L 5432 (Zingiber officinale Roscoe) F1%E ¥
L HMKAR KNSR, AR (5.55~1622 pm) Kifdfi/h B, D2 vy bk
FEILZGIERRL (12.53~53.36 pm) KiARSG R Y, (EAm-C3 g B, RIARSCICHE D2 ek
B NHREZEAEY) (K 3:1,17) o D3 (n=2) iEkrkih —kisk =k &Rk b, HRIE
R R8N . 1ZRUER RIAE 2 PP AR BRI VE R b 3G R, W REREFR T
% (Pseudostellaria heterophylla (Miq.) Pax) 25, gt P A Jy H R AR AN & TR R AE 5 22 Fil
TEYER R E ARSI, B, ASCHOR S PR ZEE, ARt — P e g .

Type E: 3£ 20 M, %80k = A ORI SEdokL, 15 S &l , B2 24X
T (B 34,50 , RARTEELE 7.84~16 pm 2 [8], “F¥JRi4A A 13.55um. X Fh =
U A ek kL 2 W T ARJE FZE R (Castanea spp.) HHPIF, ZEJEHEYUWARZE (Castanea
mollissima BL.) 280, ANFFAZITER B BAEAE P, 45 & 24 M emt 7t B fnl
R RIESEIEE (K 45,5, EJEMmBRNCRIETHREEY, HE2H T 280k
TP I ()R = 6 % Hb B A A R e v, AR IR S8 4 BB (AR B ML VE M R LD,
DLk — 2 % 5 Fh s

4 g

A EZ ZEEE L A 6 AR R S BRI R 26 BiREE Y R L. FE, BT
ARAR}L, HFLH 24 A4Fh, H K ZHONEF AR, FREEFIIUNLF A, ARG ISR (Oryza
glaberrima Steud) ANV IMARIEFE (Oryza sativa LR, TN RG Rt A E AR EEZ —.
— AR, TP R AR T P E VT A R X P AT i b X A 1R R AR
T SR KRG I8 A7 HE IR W L B S phigthil, ARARN 8.5~8.0 kaBP' ™™™, b, il TAEHIELE
AH X AN BRI L R KRB B0IESE,  A3E el e s P MR /N 1 Ak
BUHSCA AE (7.3~6.8 kaBP) , K3 SCAL ARG SR = (5.9~5.7 kaBP) ™, Kix
C1SCAL e B SR IR S 18thE (5.1~4.6 kaBP) 21 & D) g deedes @ o U4 g 45 U910 gy
Wt U 25y [ SCAGIT ) (4.6~3.9 kaBP) Jdthk. 5 g€ 2 (6.2~5.6 kaBP) ok
TH A i o A VAT HR e DA R b X XA 2 Ja R AR B T KRB I8 A7, UE A 8T
AR (8.5 kaBP) ZFi A A AR I, ] Hh i kb [X 2 IR /KRG AI FH AT AR
FIRRIESEA . XIS S KT AR R O DR e e X T RS R A,
DR A S K930 T 75 7 R 5 8 5 7 A R 2 T3 A 5 DX 70, R AT 42 A I v 0 i s X B st
R AR AR AR T

AR URSZEG 53 BIAE 4 AT 1 AR 2540 N BESEEL S 8 MISEAN 4 AR TEM L. K. AT
[ b7 8 A B AR PR = B AR VRS, FLARYR AR 1) T LB 3 E) 10.0 kaBP A 47 U5 ¥,
B SE AR AL S SO AR, SE. ZR 3B LA AR YR e A B B e R s ik
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VSRS E AL R T 25 R, ARSI AL 7 N FAE L0 B C 2 53R
Hi b X 5 R 2 RIAEE S s e WA R L BRRE, W hifihIX e
AN 1E RS K I 2R AE RS ) B LN TR] Dy 7.3~6.8 kaBPY?, i SE st A7 1IE 5 1 B 5L 6] 40 R
5.1 kaBP"™", AT FL 4 R, BAE 6.2~5.6 kaBP WA, SEZR T AE D24 R E
HE i T DA R IX, X — AR e E R RO S RO R BIEE B, R
28 b 2RI /> 5 SEZR IR PR 7R 1% X [F]Isf B s bk A & T 00481, [R5k = BEAR S AR Fh AL 1)
SR, Rt FATEN LM e R Eivht LE ST S TR EL. b, &
fITETEZ AR ORI 11 R A BE SR B TR AMEY ek RL, REb i3t — 25 % 5 AR,
FCR AR B R IS ANTE A

N REIIE IR A3 20 2408, K ETRESMAE 1 A4NE, SiEREREE.
UKER. PIEE. LCER R, EEEES PY nER, E 2N SRR kLN 2 A
PIGERSRLI R, RN A 2 o B L S R B M e iy — B
BARA AL, 124 N IEAE A R R LB T B A 4500 4R RN 22 RO P8 AT o Y,
SR FMIRTCIER 2 X L yE Fy ik | T/ N2 R R . SRR, KEYIEAF & S Re
FEEHE ORI W I, 5 5 ROHAE DS A7 N TR 77 20, M A7 AR B it th 5 45 44 vk
EHRERG R, UL AT 5 5 7 i 2 R R A 56 BT, AR YRS 7F f 5% 28
e FE 12 ARERER IR AR 151 Ri/NERTER KL 2S5 REKH, A A, ]
T R X R AR AR E MR TR ERE Y, (BN AR S 2 Hh S B
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